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CONCEPTIONS OF SUCCESSFUL AND UNSUCCESSFUL 
INTEGRATION OF MUSLIMS IN SLOVENIA: VIEWS OF 
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Abstract: This study is mainly concerned with the conceptions of successful 
and unsuccessful integration between Muslims and Non-Muslims in Slovenia. 
In September and October 2013 using the method of quantitative and 
qualitative approach, a research was conducted to determine the Muslim and 
Non-Muslim understanding of successful and unsuccessful integration in 
Slovenia. The data of research through survey consisted of non-random sample 
of 207 respondents, of whom 154 were Non-Muslims1 and 53 respondents were 
individuals of Islamic faith. And the data of the interview consist out of 4 
interviewees, which present visible representatives of the Islamic community. 
The findings reveal that Muslims and Non-Muslims in Slovenia endorse 
different conceptualizations of integration and often put emphasis on different 
factors of integration. These findings show on what state policies should focus 
on to effectively integrate its minorities including those of Muslim faith.  

                                                                 
1 We are deliberately choosing antithesis Muslims - Non-Muslims, because 
simultaneously with the definition of one social research group, necessary for 
empirical research (eg. Muslims), by establishing antithesis (eg. Non-Muslims) we 
can determine other social research group. At the same time, we are aware of the 
problem of generalization and consequently of simplification, which are the result of 
such viewing on the subject matter and are aware of the bias of such partition. 
Muslims are in the traditional, normative Western discourses presented as the 
other, so through such partition we give them the possibility of personal expression, 
we give them the word, and thus the subjectivity: the focus of our research will be 
on their (self)expression and not on the perception of Non-Muslims, which it is also 
a unique contribution to our work to slovenian research of given problematic. With 
this approach, we want to relativize the dominant position of identifying the World 
with the Western world's perception of the society. 
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1. Introduction  
Public and political discussions about Muslim integration receive a great 
deal of attention in Europe and elsewhere. As a relatively new member of 
the European Union, Slovenia has not escaped from discussions on how to 
successfully integrate its Muslim minority population. Geo-politics and the 
perceived deteriorating relations between Islam and West seem to further 
complicate relations between Muslims and their host communities in 
Slovenia and elsewhere in Europe. On the other hand, how Slovenia manages 
the integration of its small but significant Muslim minority into the wider 
society is crucial for the creation of a socially cohesive and harmonious 
Slovenian society. From the outset, this paper acknowledges that national 
context dictates what form or model of integration a nation adopts.  

In reviewing available academic literature concerning immigrant 
integration, it is apparent that there are no clear agreed parameters, which 
must be met by individual immigrants to show successful or unsuccessful 
integration. In fact, the various dimensions of integration that is discussed in 
scholarly literature are indicative of the complexities of the subject of 
integration. There is a host of indicators of integration used in various 
studies of immigrant integration. For example, socio-economic, political and 
social integration (Phalet and Swynedouw 2003; Bešter 2006; Niessen and 
Huddleston 2007; Vrečer 2007; Jiménez 2011; Mipex 2011; Carrera 2008; 
Bijl and Verweij 2012; Huddleston and Tjaden 2012; Centre for Strategy and 
Evaluation Services (CSES) 2013). Some of the studies measure also: the 
level of knowledge of the language or cultural integration (Bešter 2006; 
Jiménez 2011; Bijl and Verweij 2012; Huddleston and Tjaden 2012; CSES 
2013); housing (or settlement) integration (Jiménez 2011; Bešter 2006); 
psychological and ethnic integration and the integration of gender (Vrečer 
2007); legal integration (CSES 2013) and integration in the field of education 
(Bešter 2006); citizenship (Mipex 2011; Huddleston and Tjaden 2012; CSES 
2013), etc. Accordingly to the fact that there are no clear agreed parameters, 
which must be met by individual immigrants to show successful or 
unsuccessful integration, after study of the relevant scientific literature, we 
set up following nine dimensions for integration, which we will be looking 
closely in our article: (1) legal integration, (2) settlement-housing 
integration, (3)  socio-economic integration, (4) educational integration, (5) 
cultural integration, (6) political integration; (7) integrational policies; (8)  
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discrimination, (9) psychological integration. These dimensions were up far 
the most mentioned and measured dimension in connection with 
(un)successful integration. 
 
Muslims in Slovenia 
Slovenians came into contact with Muslims/Turks already during the time of 
the Ottoman Empire (chiefly in the 15th and 16th century), what is 
important in the perspective in respect to its anti-Islamic sentiments, since 
Slovenians still subconsciously associate Muslims with the concept of the 
Turk in its negative historical context. The first larger number of Muslim 
Bosniaks entered Slovenian territory as part of the Austro-Hungarian army 
and in 1916 built the first mosque on Slovenian land in the Log pod 
Mangartom. First larger groups of Muslims, predominantly from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (BiH), started entering Slovenia during the time of the once 
common state, the so called first Yugoslavia (1918-1941), but a significantly 
stronger wave of economic migration occurred after the second world war 
during the existence of the common socialist state of Yugoslavia (1945-
1992). The last population census in the Republic of Slovenia, which was 
conducted in 2002 and also included a religion census, revealed that at the 
time 47,488 respondents (2.4% of the population) in the country declared 
themselves as Muslims. Today’s number of Muslims in Slovenia unofficially 
amounts to 60,000 (approximately 3% of the population). Muslims as 
perceived in this article are people, who believe in Islam/Allah, are 
perceiving themselves as Muslims and are also perceived by others as 
Muslims. 
 
 
2. Problem Formulation  
In this paper we will try to answer the question, what are the conceptions of 
successful and unsuccessful integration of Muslims in Slovenia, as perceived 
by Muslims and Non-Muslims in Slovenia. We conducted 1) suverys between 
Muslims and Non-Muslims in Slovenia and 2) interviews with highly visible 
representatives of the Islamic community in order to find the answer to 
above mentioned question. We asked the interviewees and respondents, 
what do they understand by the term of successful and unsuccessful 
integration and what are - within 9 different dimensions of successful 
integration, which we mentioned before - the most important things (by 
their opinion) in order to conclude that a person (Muslim) is successfully (or 
unsuccesfully) integrated within that specific dimension of integration. The 



 
 

7 | RSC Volume 9, Issue 1, January 2017 

  
findings of the survey and the interviews were compared with the existing 
theory and given conclusion. 
  
  

3. Problem solution  
 
3.1. Conceptions of successful integration 
This study finds that both Muslim and Non-Muslim respondents have stated 
divergent indicators of successful and unsuccessful integrations. In 
responding to what is successful integration, the most frequent responses of 
Muslim participants are: equal rights and duties (N=14), being well accepted 
(N=11), equal access to employment (N=10), an easier path towards the 
permanent place of residence and citizenship (N=8). For the Non-Muslim 
most frequent responses include: equal rights and duties (N=45), adapting 
and integrating into society (N=39), respecting and abiding by the law, 
culture, values, habits of locals (N=37), active learning and use of the host 
country's language (N=37), acceptance of immigrants by the state and 
society (N=25), equal access to employment and payment (N=18). The 
respondents were asked what is important for a successful Muslim 
integration. 19 Muslims and 34 Non-Muslims answered. Amongst Muslims 
the most common answers were: having a mosque (N=4), equal rights or 
better access to social services (N=3), being employed, access to halal food, 
respecting diversity, Slovenes accepting other cultures and the willingness 
of Non-Muslims to learn and live in a stimulating social climate (N=2). 
Amongst Non-Muslims the most common answer was respecting the host 
country and adaptability of the immigrants (N=15), followed by an active 
learning and use of the host country's official language (N=7), accepting 
diversity, more tolerance, own-initiative and willingness of Muslims to 
integrate and dressing and behaving as is usual in the host country (N=2). 
Ga. Porić in the interview for this research states that it is important that you 
meet the conditions for integration, that you speak the language of the 
country, know the history, culture, but should also not forget their own 
culture. Ga. Pašić Bišić states that successful integration means to be an 
equal partner in the creation of a European society, while on the other hand 
unsuccessful integration is isolation due to weak system support. G. Pašić 
said that successful integration means that a member of the minority feels 
comfortable in mainstream society and that he has the same conditions for 
living, work and education, as a member of the majority society, otherwise it 
is an unsuccessful integration.  
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19 Muslims and 42 Non-Muslims listed additional measurements of the 

Republic of Slovenia for a better Muslim integration. Muslims most often 
wrote, that schools should teach more about Muslim equality (N=4) and that 
a mosque should be built (N=3). They also mentioned suitable halal food in 
public institutions; raising awareness about wearing headscarves and the 
practicing of faith, passing a law concerning the employment of women in 
headscarves; more lessons of Slovenian language; better employment 
conditions (N=2). Non-Muslims most often wrote about change in 
upbringing and the educational system about religious equality; a stricter 
supervision in Slovene tests as well as the actual knowledge of Slovene; 
about the need for tolerance and acceptance of diversity and a faster 
construction of a religious object (N=3). Non-Muslims agree that it is 
inadmissible to wait over 40 years for the construction of a mosque in 
Slovenia. Ga. Porić states, that the bigger attention on the political aspect of 
the integration should be given. G. Porić has stated that Slovenia should 
resolve some open issues within Muslim population, like: absence of cultural 
monuments, educating the society, fact that the Muslim community receives 
much lower financing and help in any way from the State compared to 
Catholic community (according to his words they overpaid the land where 
the mosque will be standing) and the State would have to regulate children’s 
eating habits in schools, according to religious beliefs (not eating pork), 
because currently despite the fact that it is not an issues of an allergy, they 
have to show an official confirmation from the doctor, that the child has an 
allergy in order not to eat pork in schools.  G. Pašić states that the bigger 
attention should be given towards eliminating discrimination on 
employment market (mainly for women, who cover them self’s up), on the 
regulations of halal food accordingly to Slovenian laws, regulations of the 
field of circumcision of boys and to religious education of Islam.   

The respondents were asked about the biggest problem, which Muslims 
experience from the majority of the society. 35 Muslims and 128 Non-
Muslims gave the answers. Amongst the Muslims the most common answer 
was not being able to practice faith in public, because of the lack of a 
religious object (N=5). They are often equated to terrorists and are 
discriminated against in society and in public institutions (N=4), are 
disrespected, humiliated (N=3), they indicated prejudice as one of the 
biggest problems (N=3) and not been able to wear headscarves in the 
workplaces (N=2). Non-Muslims most often answered, that the biggest 
problem from Muslims by their opinion was not accepting their faith, 
culture, customs and way of thinking (N=22). According to frequency the 
following problems are prejudice (N=16), discrimination (N=15), not seeing 
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any problems (N=15), the media Muslim anti-propaganda and equating 
Islam with terrorism (N=11) and misunderstanding, ignorance, not knowing 
Islam, not knowing their culture (N=10). Ignorance and not understanding 
Islam and the Muslim culture was cited as the biggest problem ten times. G. 
Porić commented: “The biggest problems occur when accessing government 
and social areas, because Muslims are not involved into the social 
environment. Also, there are problems in the political sphere, although in 
this election within the nomination of a political party Positive Slovenia 
came to the National Assembly a person with a Muslim name and surname - 
Lejla Hercegovac. This is the first time that someone with Muslim roots 
come so high in politics. So it could be said that in Slovenia there is no 
political integration of Muslims." With absence of political integration of 
Muslims in Slovenia agrees Mrs. Porić, which points out also other problems, 
like (mainly hidden) discrimination, insuring the adequate meals in schools 
(without pork), without need of the (formal) doctor’s opinion that the child 
has an allergy on the poor, a big issue of finding an employment for covered 
Muslim women etc. G. Pašić points out that there is almost impossible for a 
Muslim to get an employment on the higher level of private and public 
sector, what is consequently seeing also on the structure of the governments 
and National Assembly (he says that the Muslims practically cannot seen). 
Ga. Pašić Bišić points out that “Many Muslims, whatever their ethnic origin 
or attitude to religion are faced with discrimination, Islamophobia, 
xenophobia and social marginalization, which often leads to a feeling of 
hopelessness and social exclusion. Stereotyped portrayal of Muslims in the 
media also poses a serious threat to integration and community cohesion." 

 
3.2. Conceptions of (UN) successful integration 
Next we will compare the opinions of Muslims and Non-Muslims concerning 
the factors of (un)successful integration. To analyze the average differences 
between Muslims and Non-Muslims we used a t-test to compare two 
independent samples (which is appropriate for checking, whether the 
average value of a single variable (in our case different types of successful 
integration) in one group of units (in our case Muslims) is the same or 
different from the average value in the second group of units (in our case 
Non-Muslims). The condition for a t-test is one dichotomous nominal 
variable (Muslims and Non-Muslims), according to which we check the 
differences in the average of the numeric interval or relational variable (in 
our case different types of successful integration), which distributes 
normally). Both groups of respondents (Muslims and Non-Muslims) 
generally believe, that within the dimension legal integration is for Muslims 
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as immigrants, very important that they have a good access to the 
institutions in the Republic of Slovenia and that they can be with their 
family. Concerning the problems in acquiring citizenship and place of 
residence, the average evaluations of Muslims and Non-Muslims are about 
the same. Statistically relevant differences are showed only within the claim, 
in which Muslims generally believe, that there are fewer problems in 
acquiring place of residence, than Non-Muslims. A slight majority (56.6%) of 
the Muslim respondents have dealt with legal processes enabling family 
reunification. The Muslim respondents disagree on the speed of the 
processes, partially agree on the fact that the organization of legal processes 
is well handled and inaccessible and generally agree, that legal processes are 
expensive and understandable. Groups agree upon residential integration – 
they state that a person should have an apartment to achieve a successful 
integration and Muslims should not be divided from the rest of society. 
Muslims agree less than Non-Muslims, that they are concentrated in one 
area of the town. Ga. Porić stated that the legal integration of Muslims is 
successfully regulated and there are no problems within this segment. Mr. 
Pašić stated that the legal integration for Muslims is successfully 
implemented if they come from states of former country Yugoslavia, but that 
the situation for Muslims, who come from third world countries is different 
– especially for asylum seekers, which have much higher conditions for 
acquisition of nationality or permanent residence. All the interviewees agree 
that Muslims in Slovenia do not have a ghettoization or segregation 
problems. Mr. Pašić adds that it is more a concept of ghettoization identity 
and culture, as it may happen that a person with a Muslim name in Slovenia 
feels excommunicated or isolated, but as he explains, we could talk about 
rare cases in accordance with that question. 
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The research we conducted showed that both Muslims and Non-Muslims 
agree about social and economic integration of Muslims – it takes 
employment for a successful integration. Both groups generally agree, that 
Muslims have equal opportunities for employment and that they are suitably 
paid (regarding the degree of their education), that they have equal access to 
social services and a more difficult access to the labor market than Non-
Muslim citizens of Slovenia. The findings in our theory partially confirm our 
research through theory. Babajić (2010, 6) states, that the largest share of 
the unemployed is amongst Bosnians and Muslims (about 14%), who also 
represent the smallest share of those in retirement, while the Slovene 
unemployment rate is about 9%. Bešter (2006) states, that several different 
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factors influence a higher rate of unemployment, consequences of ethnic 
discrimination, a lower degree of education and settlement concentration in 
economically less- or non-developed areas. A Muslim in Slovenia has almost 
no chance of getting employment on a higher level of the public as well as 
the private sector. This is consequentially reflected in governmental 
structure, the Parliament, etc. All the interviewees agree that segment of the 
social and economic integration is very important for successful integration 
and this segment is the biggest problem for Muslims in Slovenia, mainly for 
covered Muslim women. 
 

 
 

The research we conducted showed, that Muslims and Non-Muslims 
believe, that Muslims in Slovenia do not feel discriminated against, but 
rather equal to the Non-Muslim population, while their opinions on 
discrimination based on religion differ. In spite of all, Babajić (2010) finds 
that there is discrimination of Muslims in the labor market (which is only 
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one segment of integration), what was also confirmed by all the 
interviewees, which also pointed out that the biggest effect of discrimination 
on this field is experienced by covered Muslim women. Interviewees also 
pointed out the presents of hidden discrimination (mainly by the wish for 
construction of the mosque) and that Slovenia has a problem with accepting 
differences (with religion, color etc). 
 

 
 

The research we conducted showed, that in cultural integration both 
Muslims and Non-Muslims agree, that it takes contact with compatriots as 
well as with members of the majority in order to retain their primary Islamic 
culture and live in accordance with their beliefs, which we have established 
in the theoretical part. Statistically relevant differences appear in the 
Muslims' opinions on less appropriate media behavior towards them, so that 
they would be able to live their faith more freely and find it more important 
to have a representative working with the Government and representing 
their interests, far more than the Non-Muslims. Interviewees point out that 
the appropriate media behavior is a necessity, but that the Muslims in this 
area face a lot of problems, due to the fact that the Muslims are negatively 
represented in the media (are connected with terrorism etc.). 
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4. Discussion 
 
4.1. Legal integration of Muslims 
Muslims in Slovenia are in Slovenia a longer period and have consequently a 
larger share of citizenship and permanent residence, what combines with 
the research of Huddleston and Tjaden (2012), who discovered that 
between 80 and 85% of immigrants has or wants to have a permanent 
residence in the host countries and with the findings of Pašić (2006, 123), 
which states, that Muslims in Slovenia are mainly citizens of Republic of 
Slovenia, so they are theoretically looking fully equal to the other citizens. 
Our research has shown that Muslims and Non-Muslims generally think that 
it is important for Muslims as immigrants to have a good access to the 
institutions in Republic of Slovenia and they can live with their family. 
Regarding the difficulties of acquiring citizenship based on the average 
ratings they share the same opinion, while Muslims on average find it less 
problematic to obtain a residence permit as Non-Muslims do. More than half 
of the Muslims surveyed have already handled legal procedures, which allow 
family reunification. According to the Muslims surveyed they on average 
disagree that the legal procedures are fast, well organized and inaccessible, 
while on the average they agree that legal procedures are costly and 
understandable, what was also confirmed by Mrs. Porić.  
 
4.2. Social-economic integration 
The research that we have conducted showed that in terms of social and 
economic integration Muslims and Non-Muslims agree that in order to 
successfully integrate Muslims it is important that they have a job, what was 
also confirmed by the interviewees. Both groups within survey, on average, 
partially agree or disagree that Muslims have the same job opportunities, 
that are paid appropriate to their education, that they have equal access to 
social services and more difficult access to the labor market as Non-Muslim 
inhabitants of Slovenia. The results of the theory partially confirm the 
findings of our research. Babajić (2010, 6) states that the largest share of the 
unemployed people in Slovenia is between Bosnians and Muslims (about 
14%), which represent the smallest proportion of pensioners, while the 
Slovenes unemployed rate amount around 9% of the population. Bešter 
(2005) adds that the increased unemployment rate is influenced by various 
factors, the consequences of ethnic discrimination, lower education levels 
and settlement concentration in less economically or undeveloped areas. 
Mipex (2011) estimated that the area of labor market mobility and access 
thereof for immigrants in Slovenia in general poorly regulated. Also other 
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studies outside Slovenia, confirm weak labor market participation of 
Muslims – for example Open Society Institute (2011) notes that the rates of 
labor market participation among groups that are predominantly Muslim, 
i.e. Turks, Moroccans, Iraqis, Pakistanis and Bangladeshi, is much lower than 
the rate of labor market participation of the majority population. On the 
other hand, Gallup (2009, 29) found that quite a few Muslims have a job, 
when compared with the majority population. Also interviewees stated that 
the social-economic integration of Muslims is very important for successful 
integration of Muslims, but that there is a problem for Muslims in Slovenia in 
this segment of integration (mainly for covered Muslim women) and pointed 
out that Slovenia should give more attention to this segment of integration 
in further.  
 
4.3. Discrimination 
Kogovšek and Petkovič (2007) argue that the most common reasons for 
discrimination are stereotypes and prejudices, lack of information about the 
social groups that have suffered discrimination, fear of the unknown and the 
tendency to overcome its own sense of inferiority. The conclusion of the 
research carried out by Goldberg et al. (1996) showed that between the 
majority and the minority populations in Germany there were structural 
inequalities already in the early 90s. However, discrimination since than 
increase, because if we compare the data with a survey of the EUMC (2006) 
or European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA 2009), we can see 
an increase in the number of Muslims who face discrimination, which could 
in principle be explained by fear terrorism, which increased after the 
terrorist attacks in the United States and Europe. Discrimination, however, 
occurs mostly because of ethnicity - rather than because of religion, which 
confirms the findings of the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 
(FRA 2009), which states that the majority of Muslim respondents, in the 
last twelve months experienced discrimination, believe that this is mainly 
due to their ethnicity. Only 10% stated that they believe that the 
discrimination they experienced was based solely on their religion (FRA, 
2009). Despite the fact that theoretical research showed the presence of 
(and even increase) of discrimination against Muslims in Slovenia (Bešter 
2005; Babajić 2010), this research showed that Muslims and Non-Muslims 
believe that Muslims do not feel discriminated against, but feel identical to 
the other, Non-Muslim population, while they have separate opinion on 
discrimination because of their religion. However, Babajić (2010) notes that 
there is discrimination against Muslims in the labor market (which is only 
one segment of discrimination). The presence of discrimination of the labor 
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market was confirmed also by interviewees, which pointed out the present 
of hidden discrimination for Muslims in Slovenia.  
 
4.4. Cultural integration 
The research we conducted showed that by the factor of cultural integration 
both Muslims and Non-Muslims agree that in order to successfully integrate 
Muslims it is important that they can associate with their compatriots and 
members of the majority society, to be able to maintain its primary Islamic 
culture and they can live according to their beliefs. Statistically significant 
differences were shown in the opinion of Muslims on the less appropriate 
behavior of the media towards them, to be able to live their faith more 
freely. Muslims also stated that is more important to them than to Non-
Muslims that they a representative, which participates with the country and 
represents their interests. 

The media also reflect and affect social attitudes towards Muslims and 
shape public opinion, which is unfortunately often negative. Muslims will 
feel excluded, if the media will represent them stereotypically and distorted 
in a way that is demeaning. Despite the fact that the media are not the main 
factor of influence on the decisions how people perceive a subculture or 
group of people, the negative image which is given by the media certainly 
does not contribute to a better/more successful integration, but even to 
some extent prevents or slows it down. Of a negative presentation of Islam 
in the media speak different researchers, like Said 1981; Kaltenthaler et al. 
2004; Lahav 2004; Mayda and Rodrik 2005; Edwards 2006; Panagopoulos 
2006; Strabac and Listhaung 2008 – which focus mainly on Europe and the 
USA; Kralj 2006, Pašić 2006, etc. – which focus on Slovenia. If religion is not 
officially recognized by the country or a negative perception of the majority 
society towards a certain religion is prevailing, has a group of immigrants 
who comes to this country/or already resides in it a much more difficult task 
to achieve successful integration. The importance of freedom of religion or 
belief has also been argued in the survey of the research Pew 2006; Gallup 
2009; Johnson 2011; Laurence 2012. Knowledge of the language of the host 
country is an important segment for the successful integration of Muslims 
(as well as for general immigrants). As found by Entzinger and Biezeveld 
(2003), however, this segment received less attention because the host 
country assumed that immigrants/Muslims will be staying with them 
briefly. What is recently changing (for example in Slovenia as part of the 
educational program Initial integration of immigrants the Slovenian 
language course for immigrants is organized), as the country began to 
realize the importance of language for the successful integration of 
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immigrants/Muslims. Our research has found that Non-Muslims in average 
think that Muslims don’t speak Slovenian as good as Muslims believe they 
do. Which can be explained by the fact that the majority of people in Slovenia 
have already met with Muslims from Bosnia and Herzegovina, which despite 
many years of living in Slovenia are still not using Slovenian language to 
communicate, which is considered by many as evidence of lack of desire for 
integration. In the phase of fulfilling of the questionnaires in our research by 
Muslims, we found that they had problems by answering the questionnaires 
also in Slovenian and Bosnian language. They are able to speak both 
languages, while writing is a problem. This fact could be explained by the 
fact that the reason is likely the vicinity of Bosnia and Slovenia - both 
cultural and linguistic proximity. The findings of our research show that 
Muslims more than Non-Muslims find it important to have a representative 
who is working with state and represent their interests. The problem of the 
absence of representatives, which would cooperate with the state and 
represent the interests of Muslims and the desire of governments to regulate 
this problem, was already pointed out by Laurence (2012) and Radu (2009). 
The situation slightly improved with the creation of the Councils but is still 
far the desired situation. Also in Slovenia, two Islamic communities, which 
are legitimate, are designed individually for their members. The negative 
representation of Muslims by the Media was also confirmed by interviewees, 
which pointed also other problems in this segment, like huge discrimination 
by expressing a wish for constructing a mosque, problems with regulating 
halal food and circumcision of boys, cultural monuments and Muslim 
cemetery.  
 
4.5. Integration in the field of education 
Education is the main area of weakness in the integration policies in most 
countries, which is also confirmed by our survey, moreover, Slovenia, 
according to Mipex (2011), weakly creates new learning opportunities, 
which does not coincide with the findings of our research, where the Non-
Muslims and Muslims agreed that Muslims have the same opportunities in 
terms of access to educational institutions and education in general. 
Interviewees point out the absence of appropriate Islamic education in 
Slovenia, due to absence of Islamic schools (in order to obtain such 
education, a person should study abroad).  
 
4.6. Integration policy 
Integration policy, which must be based on respect for multiculturalism, 
while also aims to maximize the approximation of the situation of 
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immigrants towards the situation of citizens of the country resettlement 
(Poročilo delovne skupine 2005), is important for successful integration, due 
to the fact that it provides its theoretical basis. Mipex (2011) found that 
Slovenia has partially beneficial integration policy. Some countries have 
better organized individual areas of integration policy and the other have 
this area less regulated or even unregulated. Our research has shown that 
both Muslims and Non-Muslims have split views about the integration policy 
in Slovenia, what coincides with the findings of the Mipex (2011). 
Interviewees point out that the integration policy in Slovenia is mainly 
theory, but that the problems show in praxis (no direct regulations for 
problematic segments are not implemented – like halal food, Muslim 
cemeteries etc.).  
 
4.7. Housing and residential integration 
The survey showed that Muslims respondents on average agree with the 
statement that the separation from the rest is bad for integration. Their 
findings are also confirmed by the researchers as Wacquant 2000; Bauman 
2004; Al-Marayati 2005; Kralj 2006; Pew 2006; The survey also showed that 
both Muslims and Non-Muslims agree that in order to successfully integrate 
Muslims it is important that they have an apartment and that Muslims are 
not separated from the rest of society. However, the research also revealed 
that Muslims in comparison with Non-Muslims on average less agree that 
they are concentrated in one part of the city. The research done by the Open 
Society Institute (2011) found that, for many Muslims the primary decision 
on housing is accepted mainly on the account of employment; further moves 
and the distribution of Muslim population is dependent on poverty, 
discrimination, fear of racism, selection of appropriate housing and 
preferences. Muslims in generally, come to Slovenia out of reason to get an 
employment, which they are still tied to. And due to the fact that jobs are 
mainly (and recently almost exclusively) possible to get in the bigger cities, 
and also in addition, close to them there are also their families and friends, 
Muslims remain more or less the same position as when they came to 
Slovenia or move to another major city. Looking at the settlement of 
Muslims in Slovenia, we can confirm the findings of Ana Kralj (2006, 17), 
which states that "in general, the ways to search the apartment, the 
functioning of the housing market and the political orientation of the 
majority society works towards limiting the dispersed of the settlement". 
Most Muslims live in places where they got a job when they arrived to 
Slovenia. According to the statistics from the census in 2002 (in a statistical 
survey of 2011 data on religion are no longer cited), most of the Muslims live 
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in Ljubljana (13,268, or 5.1% of the total population in the municipality), a 
fewer live in Jesenice (3,885 or 18 %), Velenje (2,895 or 8.6%), Maribor 
(2.337, or 2.1%) and then in Koper, Celje, Trbovlje, Kamnik. In Ljubljana, the 
most Muslims are concentrated in a certain place, which was also noted by 
Kralj (2006) when she states that in the Ljubljana area a greater spatial 
concentration of population of immigrant origin can be located in the 
working class suburbs east of the city center and in much of the southern 
outskirts of the city (Fužine, Štepanjsko naselje, Nove Jarše, Rakova Jelša...), 
where prices or rents because of the location and lower quality housing are 
more affordable. Segregation is also linked to the desire to be close to their 
friends and acquaintances, and is not necessarily bad by itself. Interviewees 
point out that Muslims in Slovenia face no problem with segregation or 
ghettoization, the only problem shows when renting an apartment (some 
Slovenian people don’t like to rent an apartment to foreigners, Muslims etc).  
 
4.8. Political integration 
Our research has shown that, given the political integration, Muslims, on 
average, agree more than Non-Muslims that for the successful integration of 
Muslims is important to have the right to vote. Surveyed Muslims in the past 
generally did not stand in the elections. The surveyed Non-Muslims and 
Muslims generally believe that Muslims in Slovenia have the right to vote. 
The survey also showed that 67.9% of the Muslims surveyed have voting 
rights and 32.1% do not have it. The importance of political integration, 
which was also confirmed by our respondents, was pointed out already by 
Phalet and Swynedouw 2003; Bešter 2006; Niessen and Huddleston 2007; 
Vrečer 2007; Carrera 2008; Gallup 2009; Jiménez 2011; Mipex 2011; Bijl 
and Verweij 2012; Huddleston and Tjaden 2012. As Laurence (2009, 256) 
says, that about half of the 16 million Muslims in Europe are still foreigners 
and only half of them are citizens of European countries in the age of 
majority and therefore in the possibility for conduct elections. The situation 
is apparently similar in our country, but nevertheless different because of 
the fact that Muslims are here already for a longer period or were born in 
Slovenia. The Constitution of the Republic of Slovenia in its Article 43 
provides that the voting rights are universal and equal. Every citizen who is 
at least 18 years old has the right to elect and to be elected. The rights to 
vote have only citizens of Slovenia, and given the fact that almost a third of 
Muslims in our survey not stated that they have a right to vote, it is likely 
that they do not have a citizenship status. The absence of political 
integration was also confirmed by interviewees.  
  



 
 

21 | RSC Volume 9, Issue 1, January 2017 

  
5. Methodology   
In the empiric part of the work we researched the degree of integration of 
the members of the Islamic faith in Slovenia. With the help of the 
quantitative and quantitative approach we tried to research, how Muslims 
and Non-Muslims in Slovenia understand the concept of (un)successful 
integration of Muslims. 
 
Data collection: 
1) Survey: Between September and October 2013 we carried out the 
research in Slovenia, in which we used the method of quantitative approach 
to determine the Muslim and Non-Muslim under-standing of (un)successful 
integration in Slovenia in accordance with the factors of successful integra-
tion we had determined earlier. The studied non-random sample consists of 
207 respondents, of whom 154 Non-Muslims (or 74,7%) and 53 (or 18,8%) 
representatives of Islamic faith. The members of the Islamic faith completed 
the questionnaire in Slovene (39 respondents or 18,8%) and Bosnians (14 
re-spondents or 6,8%). Several female respondents were included, that is 
113 (54,6%) and 94 males re-spondents (45,4%). We can see, that there are 
statistically significant differences between Muslims and Non-Muslims (χ2 = 
8,163, p = 0,004), as there are more male respondents amongst Muslims 
(62,3%) and more female amongst Non-Muslims (60,4%). The age of the 
youngest respondent was 16, the eldest 72. The average age of the 
respondents was 33,4. There are no statistically significant differences 
amongst Muslims and Non-Muslims in age (p>0,05). There are statistically 
significant differences be-tween Muslims and Non-Muslims in education, 
though (χ2 = 28,804, p = 0,000). A greater percentage of Muslims in Slovenia 
(as opposed to Non-Muslims) have completed elementary school (11,3%), 
voca-tional training (15,1%) and secondary school (39,6%), while a greater 
percentage of Non-Muslims (as opposed to Muslims) have completed college 
or the 1st degree Bologna program (27,9%) and the uni-versity degree or 
the 2nd degree Bologna program (28,6%). The percentage of those with a 
Masters or Doctoral degree is the same amongst Muslims and Non-Muslims 
(1,9%). 

For the purpose of conducting this research, we used an online survey 
„Moja anketa“ and with its help we formed two questionnaires. One was 
meant for the Muslim community and was available in Slo-vene and then 
translated into Bosnian language, while the other was adapted for the 
Slovene general public with the purpose of gaining insight into how they 
perceive and conceptualize said content. This is how we ensure the 
possibility of comparison between Muslims and Non-Muslims. For easier 
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data acquisition we used the personal approach and social ties (we were 
helped by family members, friends, relatives and acquaintances), and we 
also addressed the request for completing the form to the Islamic 
community of the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovene Islamic community, 
where help was ensured and the request passed on to their members. The 
respondents answered the questions autonomously, without my 
supervision. The instructions for filling out the questionnaire, the reasons 
behind it and the personal presentation and explanation of the basic term – 
integration, were passed on to them in the introduction to the online survey. 
The online survey was interpreted with the help of a program for statistical 
analysis of data SPSS. The results of the analysis of the degree of success of 
Muslim integra-tion are seen below. 

 
2) Interviews: We conducted in-depth interviews with the interviewees in 
Slovenia. We intentionally choose 4 visible members of the Islamic 
community in Slovenia, which have a more prominent role in their 
communities, in order to have also a closer look at the different perspective, 
which the people, who are on visible positions in Islamic communities have, 
due to their possibility to have an overlook of the situation of the Muslims in 
Slovenia. Mr. Nevzet Porić is a General Secretary of the Is-lamic community 
in Slovenia, Mrs. Ela Porić is a wife of Mr. Nevzet Porić, a founder of a Muslim 
wom-en association Zemzem and of a few women in Slovenia, which covers 
herself up. Dr. Ahmed Pašić is an expert for the question of Islam. With his 
role through active citizenship he has earned a nomination for personality of 
the year, outstanding personality of the year and special recognition in the 
Best volun-teer in 2013. And Mrs. Faila Pašić Bišić (sister of Dr. Pašić) who 
was a top volunteer, the face of the Eu-ropean Year of Equal Opportunities, 
ambassador of the fight against poverty and exclusion of Muslims, the 
woman who inspired Europe and ambassador of intercultural dialogue and 
also one of a few women in Slovenia. 
 
  

6. Conclusion  
As we could see in the theoretical part of the article, different studies 
showed that for defining integration as successful or unsuccessful, we have 
to take into account different dimensions of integration. Our research 
showed similar findings, due to the fact Muslims and Non-Muslims find it the 
most important, that the Muslims have equal rights and duties, that they are 
accepted into the society and  work together to adapt and contribute to 
society, to have a chance to get employment, to respect and comply with the 
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law, culture, customs, values, customs and an everyday way of life and to 
learn, know and use the language of the host country, they do not face 
discrimination, that they can live and maintain their faith and culture 
unlimited and unhindered, to have the opportunity of schooling or education 
and have voting rights. While the Muslims find more important that they are 
well accepted and have equal access to employment and can easier obtain 
permanent residence and citizenship, the Non-Muslims find more important 
adaptation and integration of Muslims into society, respect of the law, 
culture, values and local habits, active learning and use of language, the 
acceptance of immigrants by the state and society, to have equal access to 
employment and payment. Psychological integration, which we considered 
very important for finding the integration successful, was mentioned only by 
Non-Muslims as a sense of belonging and equality, and they stated that the 
Muslims should feel comfortable, while Muslim respondents mentioned only 
wish for being free. The survey also revealed what is also important to 
Muslims and Non-Muslims for the successful integration of Muslims. The 
main responses were the mosque, equal rights and better access to social 
services, to have a job, access to halal food and willingness of Muslims to 
educated and living in a stimulating social atmosphere. Among Non-
Muslims, the most common response was the respect for the host country, 
the adaptability of immigrants and actively learning and using the language 
of the host country. These findings coincide with the findings of the research 
that we have stated earlier. Unsuccessful integration as the opposite of the 
successful integration is perceived with unequal rights, non-inclusion in 
society, non-use/ignorance and non-interested to learn language, isolation 
and confinement in narrow circles and non-inclusion in society. Muslims are 
exposing further difficulties in employment or lower payment for equal 
work, while Non-Muslims think that unsuccessful integration means non-
compliance with customs, traditions and cultural environment and 
rejections of immigrants from society. 
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Abstract: In this article we use Specific Affect Coding System (SPAFF) and 
focus groups methodology to investigate audiences’ perceptions of positive and 
negative expressions of emotions in public speaking. One of our goals is to 
assess the usefulness of SPAFF in analysing public speaking. We show that 
positive emotions, expressed by the speaker, are perceived as positive by a 
dominant share of the audience. The link between negative expressions of the 
emotions of the speaker and the audience’s perception is not as definite and is 
more dependent on other internal impressions of the speaker (ethos, logos). 
 
Key words: public speaking, emotions, perceptions, SPAFF, focus groups 
 
 

1. Introduction 
When speaking publicly we express opinions or views, most often with a 
certain purpose. The purpose of such public appearances can be to convince 
the audience, to inform or just to leave a certain impression. When we talk 
about public speaking, we may have a very wide range of situations in mind. 
However, most public speakers, regardless of the context of their 
communication, have at least two things in common: the desire to perform 
as efficiently as possible in relation to the specific objectives of their 
communication process and a desire to create a good image of their 
performance in the eyes of the audience. 

When speaking publicly the speaker is usually not conscious of all the 
signals he or she uses. It is very challenging to always consider and apply all 
of the rules and best practices in public speaking behaviour and to be able to 
fully regulate the interaction in a way that allows the speech or appearance 
to be completely structured and understandable to the target audience as 
planned by the speaker. However, speakers can become aware and reflect on 
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their behaviour and possibly change and adapt it to certain characteristics of 
their audience with the aim of achieving mutual communication goals.  

In this article, we focus on the speaker’s expression of emotions and the 
perception of these expressions by the audience. While speaking publicly, 
the presenters consciously or unconsciously express emotions through 
various channels. Their emotions are being expressed by different elements 
of behaviour (verbal and non-verbal in particular) that the audience 
perceives and interprets. Members of the audience create their own 
perceptions and interpretations of the speaker’s behaviour that they 
observe and they guess what triggered particular speaker’s motion. They 
attribute the speaker’s behaviour to external or internal causes. Despite the 
existence of specific reference frameworks of understanding a speaker’s 
behaviour in particular social and cultural contexts, these perceptions can be 
also very subjective; they vary among the members of the audience and can 
be dissimilar from the intended impressions of the speaker.  

To investigate the perception of expressed emotions in public speaking 
we used the Specific Affect Coding System - SPAFF (Gottman and Krokoff 
1989, Gottman 2001, Coan and Gottman 2007) and relied on Ekman’s 
findings on emotions (Ekman 2007, Ekman and Friesen, 1978, 1969). SPAFF 
originates from the field of psychotherapy, however we aimed to use it in 
order to better understand the influence of emotions in public speaking. One 
of the goals of our research was to assess the usefulness of SPAFF in 
analysing public speaking.  

In particular, we were interested in whether we can observe any patterns 
regarding the way positive and negative emotions are expressed by the 
speaker and the way these expressions are perceived by the audience. Using 
SPAFF and focus groups methodology, we observed whether expressions of 
positive emotions of the speaker are perceived as positive by the audience 
and whether expressions of negative emotions of the speaker are perceived 
as such.  
 
 

2. Expressing emotions in public speaking 
Understanding emotions in spoken words has been an integral part of 
classical appeals that Aristotle described as ethos, pathos and logos. While 
ethos represents a moral character and refers to the speaker’s strength of 
his or her own personality and experience in order to establish personal 
credibility, logos refers to reason, logic and words. Pathos refers to the 
speaker’s aim to evoke a particular emotion or emotional mood in the 
audience. The speaker has the power to create specific moods: he or she can 



 
 

| 30 RSC Volume 9, Issue 1, January 2017 

 
appeal to feelings of anger, fear, love, hatred, shame etc. while guiding the 
audience to the desired perception of his speech (Kennedy 2001). The mood 
and emotional atmosphere created can influence the perception of the 
content of the speech. Emotional appeals in speeches can be created by 
using emotional tone, specific forms of expression and modes of speech or 
by bringing up topics that the audience will have strong feelings about while 
creating the speaker’s relationship to the audience (Bauer and Glaveanu 
2011). Pathos describes the speaker’s ability to evoke emotions in the 
audience and to strategically connect these emotions with other elements of 
his or her speech. With pathos, the focus is on the audience or the audience's 
state of mind, which implies knowing and understanding their behaviour, 
values, needs, desires and emotions.   

Theories on emotions are characterized by a significant split in terms of 
whether emotions are tied primarily to body sensation or to cognition 
(Ahmed 2004, Sammut and Bauer 2011). A cognitivist view would be 
represented by Aristotle's position and it suggests that emotions involve 
appraisals, judgments, and attitudes which are irreducible to body 
sensations. Some authors link both approaches and understand emotions as 
‘holistic responses of our organism, characterised by body sensations, 
behavioural expressions and conscious (cognitive) experience’ (Musek and 
Pečjak 2001, 68). However, while communicating, we can hardly very 
analytically separate affective and cognitive factors, that is, separate how we 
feel from what we think (Hargie and Dickson 2004).  But as emotions are 
powerful tools in forming our thoughts and behaviours, appealing to 
emotions in communication can be as effective as a reference to intellect.  

Expressing emotions (external dimension) differs from experiencing 
emotions (introspective aspect). When we express our emotions, we enable 
others to observe signs (like facial expressions, body posture and 
movements, voice modulations etc.) related to our inner emotional 
experience. But not only can there be emotions without expression, there 
can be expression without emotion. Deliberately or habitually, humans can 
fabricate a facsimile of an emotional expression, facially or vocally (Ekman 
and Friesen 1969). Particular emotions cannot be always associated with 
particular behaviours. The same emotions can be expressed with various 
signs, while certain behaviour can be the expression of different emotions. 
For a speaker it is very meaningful to be aware of his feelings and emotions 
and also to reflect on the behaviour he chooses to express either verbally or 
non-verbally. As expressions and the experiencing of emotions are not only 
subconscious processes, speakers can reflect on, analyse, rationalise and 
control the emotions that they are aware of. In that sense speakers can 
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control the way emotions are expressed and they can also control the way 
they feel about a certain emotion (Milivojević 2008).  

Expressing emotions is cultural-bound. It is guided by conventions, which 
determine for instance who can show certain feelings to whom, when, how 
and with what intensity (see for instance Russell and Feldman Barrett 1999, 
Stets and Turner 2014, Brownlie 2014). Conventions provide rules 
regarding the occasions where the expression of certain emotions is 
desirable or socially expected or unwanted (Kompare et al. 2012). However, 
Ekman (2007) provided evidence of at least six universally recognized 
emotions: anger, disgust, fear, happiness, sadness and surprise (later 
contempt was added). Ekman and Friesen (1978) developed The Facial 
Action Coding System (FACS), which measures any facial expression with an 
aim to comprehensively describe observed facial movements. The Specific 
Affect Coding System (SPAFF) that we are using in our research has been 
heavily influenced by FACS. When using FACS human coders can code 
almost any facial expression, deconstructing it into specific Action Units 
(AU) and their temporal segments. Following a similar system, in addition to 
facial expressions, verbal content, tone of voice, context, gestures and body 
movements can be coded in SPAFF. In our research we utilize 17 emotional 
(and neutral) codes as defined by SPAFF (Gottman and Shapiro 2004) as 
presented in Table 1. These emotional codes are divided into negative and 
positive, a way to classify emotions that is widely found in social sciences 
research (Solomon and Stone 2002). While positive emotions express a 
favourable assessment of a feeling, negative emotions express the opposite. 
Depending on the nature of assessing feelings, good, pleasant feelings are 
associated with positive emotions, while unfavourable or unpleasant 
feelings are associated with negative emotions. But we should keep in mind 
that the interplay between positive and negative emotions is very complex 
(Hershfield et al. 2012, Fredrickson 2001). Even if valence is used to 
characterize and classify specific emotions in a bipolar manner, we should 
not assume that certain emotions are always only good or bad. Such 
assessments can differ across cultures (see for instance Trompenaars 2012, 
Hofstede 2010, Minkov 2011). We should also consider that all of unpleasant 
emotions are also not always negative (even anger, sadness or disgust have 
their positive functions) and that every emotion, both pleasant and 
unpleasant, can be expressed in a pathological way as an unappropriated 
emotional reaction (Milivojević 2008). In our research we also consider 
neutral, which is a state when we are non-emotional. The SPAFF however 
does not offer the ability to analyse mixed emotions, meaning co-



 
 

| 32 RSC Volume 9, Issue 1, January 2017 

 
occurrences of positive and negative emotions (Hershfield et al. 2012, 
Larsen and McGraw 2014, Tanaka 2012). 

 
  
3. Using SPAFF in the context of public speaking 
The SPAFF (Coan and Gottman 2007) is a measuring system which is used to 
encode affective behaviours in interpersonal communication, particularly in 
the interaction between spouses and within the family. It refers to the 
gestalt approach in the identification of emotions.  It identifies and 
categorizes emotions (Gottman and Shapiro 2004) and by doing so it 
produces codes of emotions that can be used in studies of interactions. In the 
framework of SPAFF it is possible to categorize each unit of speech to reflect 
the construct (gestalt), consisting of verbal content, tone of voice, context, 
facial expressions, gestures and body movements. SPAFF has been used in 
variety of situations, either in laboratory situations or in the field, to encode 
interaction between couples, between parents and children, between peers, 
and it has been successfully used in group therapy. Mainly it has been used 
to describe and estimate the emotional communication in situations where 
spouses are trying to settle their differences and it is also broadly used in 
research to predict the divorce of a couple with more than 90 percent 
accuracy. Although initially developed for the study of emotional 
communication among couples, the SPAFF is now used for coding 
interactions among children, their parents and their peers and even in 
therapy situations (Coan and Gottman 2007). The original version of SPAFF 
had 10 codes but it has evolved. In our research we used the version from 
2007 which consists of 18 codes for different emotions.  
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Table 1: Positive and negative codes according to SPAFF 
Positive codes Negative codes 
Affection Anger 
Enthusiasm Belligerence 
Humour Contempt 
Interest Criticism 
Validation Defensiveness 
Neutral Disgust 
 Domineering 
 Fear/Tension 
 Sadness 
 Stonewalling 
 Threats 
 Whining 
Source: Coan and Gottman (2007, 272). 
 

According to SPAFF, coding requires attention to be paid to verbal 
content, facial behaviours, voice tones and other forms of communication. 
More detailed descriptions of the codes (see Coan and Gottman 2007, 272-
281) that we used to code the speaker’s behaviours include subsections that 
detail the function of the code in interpersonal communication, various 
indicators of the code, physical cues for the code, and specific 
counterindicators regarding the code. Indicators and physical cues provide 
information about behaviours that probably derive from the presence of the 
code, whereas counterindicators provide information about behaviours that 
probably do not derive from the presence of the code. Throughout these 
descriptions, reference is made to a speaker and receiver and is being 
compared to the perception of the audience. 

We used SPAFF to code public speaking on television. We chose four 
conversations from a well-known news show in Slovenia called Odmevi. The 
analysed recordings were used in the original quality. The first video 
contained a conversation of a journalist with a well-known Slovene skier 
(Tina Maze) and her partner and coach (Andrea Massi). The second video 
was a conversation between a journalist and the owner of Diners club 
Slovenia (Tomaž Lovše). The third video we coded was a conversation 
between the journalist and the president of the Slovene Supreme Court 
(Branko Masleša) and the fourth video contained a conversation with a 
priest and philosopher (Dr Ivan Janez Štuhec). We consciously avoided using 
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recordings of politicians in order to avoid perceptions associated with 
political or ideological affiliations of individuals involved in the research. 

The SPAFF method was used to code a conversation between two people, 
a journalist and a guest in the television studio, regarding daily events or a 
specific theme, both positive and negative. We coded communication that 
did not take place in a laboratory environment, but rather a specific 
situation common to public appearances: recorded in a television studio 
with a video camera, intended for the direct transfer of this conversation to 
a wider audience of the television program. It is therefore a situation of 
public communication, aimed at the mass public, where its participants are 
aware of the purpose and significance of their acts, which are intended for a 
broad public as the public appearance is recorded in the national media. For 
the purpose of our research we applied the SPAFF method to a specific area, 
where (according to our knowledge) this method has not yet been used in 
such a way. 

When coding the recordings, we had the following guidelines in mind 
(Coan and Gottman 2007): a) to maximize the efficiency of the SPAFF 
method we acquired the original videos in high quality; b) in the analysed 
recordings the speakers have attached microphones with an aim to provide 
the best sound quality, as recommended by the SPAFF; c) SPAFF 
presupposes two human coders, which reach the anticipated level of 
matching codes.  

As we used SPAFF in a completely new context, we slightly modified 
SPAFF’s approach in order to adapt it to a situation of public speaking in a 
television studio. In the framework of SPAFF both speakers should be 
recorded simultaneously during the interaction by two cameras, wherein a 
divided image is generated where images of both speakers are present on a 
display during the coding process as both speakers are being coded 
throughout the duration of the recording. This guideline may be applicable 
for coding interpersonal communication between two persons in a context 
that SPAFF originates from (conversation between spouses, children and 
parents). Since the purpose of coding was somewhat different in our context 
and was applied to predeliberately chosen situations of television 
broadcasting from the studio of TV Slovenia, we used the recordings as they 
were recorded in a studio, where the presence of the speakers involved in 
the analysed conversations changed mainly depending on which one of the 
interlocutors was speaking at the moment. Thus, predominantly there is 
only one speaker present on the screen (the behaviour of the listener is not 
simultaneously visible). In the coding process, we coded the behaviour of the 
speaker visible on a display.  
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SPAFF also suggests direct snapshots of the whole face, or even that the 

whole face and the upper part of the body of the speakers should be visible 
throughout the duration of the recording, since it is possible that from the 
sides particular expressions of the face are not as visible and the emotions 
are more difficult to distinguish. Given the purpose of our research, which 
was to determine the impact of a public speaking situation as it is presented 
to the audience, we opted to use the recordings as they were taped in a real 
broadcast situation. We coded all of the expressions we could detect, 
however they do depend on the studio layout and the way the public 
speaking situation was recorded.  

SPAFF also suggests using a time generator which is visible on the 
camcorder and can at the same time be read by the computer. As we did not 
coordinate two separate recordings of two cameras, such calibration was 
not needed. While coding the recordings, we separated them in time 
intervals, recorded in seconds, that can be seen in every video player. In the 
coding process we used the freely available VLC Player.  

SPAFF presupposes a decision about the timetable of the coding. In an 
original version of SPAFF coding was practiced according to determined 
cognitive units on a basis of a transcript of a conversation. Technological 
development made it possible to code according to the exact time units of an 
analysed interaction (one code per speaker for each second of his/her 
speech). Given the goals of our research we wanted to approach the coding 
process of the interactions analysed holistically, taking into account five 
different aspects of individual SPAFF codes, namely content of speech, facial 
expression, tone of the voice, body movement and other aspects of 
communication as defined by the methodology of SPAFF. We coded the 
interaction situations studied both by the time frame (one code per speaker 
for each second of his or her speech) as well as by cognitive units. 
Recordings were coded for each second and these codes were carefully 
recorded in our research records. We used a transcript of the speech and the 
recording, slowing it down and repeating it until we could confidently 
attribute it a code according to the time frame as well as cognitive units, that 
sometimes lasted for several seconds. These cognitive units represent 
meaningful intervals of a speech situation, which were in a second stage of 
our research broadcasted to viewers in our focus groups. Each interval was 
accurately time defined and we coded one speaker at a time.  

In order to ensure data validation and enhance the credibility of the 
results of all the recordings' encoding, two coders, trained in the SPAFF 
coding system and fully aware of the descriptions of the SPAFF codes (Coan 
and Gottman, 2007) coded the four recordings. They were chosen as 
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appropriate cultural informants who have also specific knowledge about a 
certain culture (in our case Slovenian) and by virtue of this specific 
knowledge, be uniquely capable of decoding the meaning of specific 
behaviour within context of that culture. In some intervals the coding done 
individually by both coders naturally differed and in such instances it was 
necessary to determine the prevailing code in such segments. In a final 
decision regarding the relevant codes of such segments both coders 
followed the SPAFF basic question: what is the speaker trying to 
communicate with his or her behaviour and which emotion is he or she 
communicating? The coders repeated the coding process of the recordings 
until a consensus was reached among them regarding the dominant code of 
the particular intervals they initially coded differently. Even though 
consensus was used to code some of the intervals this does not mean that 
‘the right answer’ was found. It does mean however, that both coders agreed 
with a particular argument. Agreement in this case means, that both coders 
agree that a particular emotion (code) occurs as dominant in a given 
interval, even though the same interval could be coded with other emotions 
emerging at the same time.  

In the first recording, we have coded twenty-one intervals according to 
SPAFF and have recorded thirteen positive and eight negative codes. The 
second recording was composed of twenty-four intervals, including three 
positive and twenty-one negative codes. The third recording had thirty-six 
intervals, where one interval was recorded as positive, while the rest were 
coded as negative. In the fourth recording twenty-three intervals have been 
coded. Seven of them have been coded as positive, while sixteen as negative. 
 
 
4. Perceiving the speaker’s behaviour 
A speaker who masters his public appearance, consciously chooses his way 
of communication, while the audience attributes (different) meanings to his 
behaviour in the course of speaker’s performance, depending also on the 
context of the rhetorical situation. These meanings vary and are not always 
structured in advance, although some preference toward the speaker or 
topic can affect the perception of his or her performance. If the audience 
likes the speaker’s ethos, if they share his or her views or beliefs, pre-formed 
expectations can influence their judgments and assessment of a speaker’s 
performance (Nelson and Garst 2005).  

In the framework of the attribution theory (see Malle 2011) a distinction 
between internal and external attribution was proposed. Kelly (1973) 
argues that when people interpret the behaviour of others they attribute the 



 
 

37 | RSC Volume 9, Issue 1, January 2017 

  
cause of such behaviour to certain internal dispositions of the speaker 
(personal qualities, motives, competences, personality etc.) or they attribute 
causes for his or her behaviour to characteristics of the context or situation 
in which the behaviour occurs (other people, external pressure, social norms 
etc.). As attribution processes are also greatly affected by our individual 
needs and cognitive tendencies, our perceptions can be very subjective. The 
communication situation often lacks the consistence between the speaker’s 
intent, when behaving in a certain way, and attribution to the same 
behaviour by the audience. A fundamental attribution error (Ross 1977) 
refers to the tendency of people to place an excessive emphasis on the 
internal disposition of the speaker (such as personality) to explain his or her 
behaviour in a given situation, rather than considering the situation’s 
external factors. Since in a public speaking situation a speaker is exposed as 
the focus of the situation, the audience may not pay attention to other 
(external) factors also influencing the situation even though these external 
factors may be far more influential in causing the speaker’s behaviour than 
the audience is aware of. Speakers are prone to attribute situational causes 
(to highlight the role of environmental conditions in a given situation) to 
their behaviour when they are asked to interpret or explain their behaviour, 
while the observers usually attribute the same behaviour to the personal 
dispositions of the speaker (Jones and Nisbett 1971).  The reason for 
differences in a perspective of the speaker and audience are differences in 
available information (for instance details about an action, the speaker’s 
experiencing of the action and details about the situation in which action 
occurred) that are not equally accessible to them. Information about the 
speaker's experience is accessible to the audience only to a limited extent. 
When it comes to perceiving a speaker’s emotions, members of the audience 
attempt to ‘read’ the speaker’s inner experience from the speaker’s body 
language and physiognomy and shape their judgments on the basis of pre-
existing knowledge or their first impression of the speaker and knowledge 
of how he (the member of the audience) himself (as other people) felt in 
similar situations. Our conclusions regarding other people’s emotions are 
made only indirectly and often these findings are only approximate or even 
false. Jones and Nisbett (1971) note that observers of speakers’ behaviour 
make normative judgements and compare his or her behaviour with the 
behaviour of others, while a speaker makes judgments regarding his or her 
behaviour in comparison with their own past actions (and do not rely on 
comparisons with others as heavily). So, the judgments regarding speakers’ 
behaviour are commonly made based on different referential information 
about the speaker and his environment. On the other hand, during the 
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performance the speaker does not focus on himself or herself as much but is 
rather focused on the environmental factors to which he or she responds. 
The audience is inclined towards seeing the environmental factors as stable 
and focuses more on the speaker’s behaviour, which they see as dynamic. 
These differences in emphasis may also cause perceptual diversity.  

It is interesting how the attribution changes when speaker and observer 
change their roles. Storm (1973) showed that speakers, when observing the 
recording of his or her speech, put a heavier weight to his or her own 
dispositions when judging his or her behaviour. Changes in judgments 
regarding speakers’ behaviours also appear with the members of the 
audience when they are given additional information regarding the 
situational factors influencing the speakers’ behaviours. Changes in 
perspective, therefore, lead to changes in a way attributions are made.  

Jones and Davis (1965) also show that people assess whether there is a 
correspondence between an individual’s behaviour and his or her 
personality (they reach certain decisions regarding such connections). When 
people systematically observe and try to figure out the causes of certain 
behaviour they do this rationally (Kelly 1973). However, in an abundance of 
situations people do not behave solely rationally, but rely on feelings and 
intuition or just follow habitual frames of referencing. In doing so, they tend 
to concentrate on personal characteristics of the speaker and ignore the 
external environment. For instance, when things turn out bad for others, we 
conclude more easily that this is their fault, but for our own failures we more 
often blame circumstances or other people. We attribute our successes to 
our personal dispositions and failures to external factors (Olson and Ross 
1988). The same dynamic also works on the group level – we attribute our 
group’s successes to internal factors, while successes of other groups are 
more often attributed to external factors (Hewstone 1990).  
 
 

5. Coding the recordings in focus groups 
In the next phase of our research we organized focus groups in order to 
determine whether positive emotions expressed by the public speaker are 
perceived as such by the viewer and whether negative emotions expressed 
by the public speaker are perceived as negative by the viewer. We organized 
five focus groups consisting of four to nine participants (following guidelines 
by Teddlie and Tashakkori 2009, Cohen, Manion and Morrison 2000, 
Krueger and Casey 2008) involving a total of 29 participants. Participants of 
the focus groups viewed the four chosen recordings in our analysis. 
Recordings were presented in such a way that the participants of focus 
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groups viewed them first as a whole (the whole duration of the recording). 
After the complete viewing, we screened the same recording cut in intervals 
(as it was pre-coded according to the SPAFF method) and the participants 
coded their perception of the speaker’s expression of emotions in each 
interval on a specially designed coding sheet given to them. The coding sheet 
had the exact number of intervals listed for each recording and for each 
interval the participants were asked to mark it with plus (+), minus (-) or 
zero (0). If they perceived the speaker’s performance in a particular interval 
as positive, they were expected to code this interval with a plus sign (+). If 
the speaker’s performance in a particular interval was perceived as negative, 
they were expected to code this interval with the minus sign (-). And if the 
speaker’s performance did not seem positive or negative to them or if they 
were not able to decide, they were expected to code this interval with the 
zero symbol. On a coding list there was also room for the participants of the 
focus groups to write notes regarding each interval, explaining their choices. 
The coding sheet (four sheets referring to each video) also included details 
about the focus group (date, time, serial number). The intervals focus group 
participants coded were numbered and listed successively. At the end of 
each interval, the number of the interval to be coded was also displayed for a 
few seconds on the screen of the recording. Between intervals the recording 
was stopped for a few seconds so as to give the participants time to code 
each interval and also to be able to follow the sequence of the intervals and 
to be able to promptly prepare to watch and listen to each interval of the 
recording, which required considerable concentration. The moderator of the 
focus groups had also previously stressed that each interval should be at the 
same time both watched and listened to throughout its duration.  

In the process of the result analysis we calculated the dominant share of 
focus group participants coding +, - or 0 and observed whether there is a 
match between the SPAFF coding and coding done by participants of our 
focus groups. The results are presented in Table 2 (coding in case of positive 
codes) and 3 (coding in case of negative codes). 

 
Table 2: Comparing SPAFF and focus group coding in case of positive codes 
Code Match between SPAFF 

and focus group coding 
Dominant share of focus group 
participants coding +  

Affection Yes 79 % + 
Yes 62 % + 
Yes 51 % + 

Enthusiasm Yes 90 % + 
Yes 86 % + 
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Yes 55 % + 

Humour Yes 52 % + 
Yes 69 % + 
Yes 62 % + 

Interest Yes 66 % + 
Yes 52 % + 
Yes 59 % + 
Yes 55 % + 
Yes 62 % + 
Yes 66 % + 
Yes 72 % + 

Validation Yes 59 % + 
Yes 79 % + 

Neutral Yes 52 % + 
Yes 69 % + 
Yes 59 % + 
Yes 59 % + 
Yes 49 % 0 
Yes 55 % + 

Source: own calculation. 
 
Table 3: Comparing SPAFF and focus group coding in case of negative codes 

Code Match between SPAFF 
and focus group coding 

Dominant share of focus group 
participants coding - 

Anger Yes 59 % - 
No 59 % + 
No 72 % + 
No 51 % + 
No 41 % + 
Yes 69 % - 
Yes 59 % - 
Yes 59 % - 
Yes 41 % - 
No 59 % + 
Yes 59 % - 

Belligerence No 65 % + 
No 76 % + 

Contempt Yes 52 % - 
Yes 52 % - 
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Yes 55 % - 
Yes 83 % - 
No 79 % + 
Yes 86 % - 

Criticism Yes 52 % - 
Yes 45 % - 
Yes 72 % - 
Yes 55 % - 
Yes 72 % - 
No 55 % 0 
Yes 66 % - 
Yes 62 % - 
No 45 % + 
No 52 % + 
No 69 % + 

Defensiveness No 66 % + 
No 72 % + 
Yes 48 % - 
No 57 % + 
Yes 48 % - 
Yes 41 % - 
Yes 48 % - 
Yes 48 % - 
Yes 48 % - 
Yes 69 % - 
No 41 % 0 
No 48 % + 
No 48 % + 
No 62 % + 
No 59 % + 

Domineering No 45 % 0 
Yes 41 % - 
Yes 41 % - 
No 52 % + 
No 52 % + 
No 45 % 0 
No 72 % + 
No 59 % + 
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No 66 % + 
No 72 % + 
Yes 48 % - 
Yes 45 % - 
No 93 % + 

Fear/tension No 59 % + 
No 69 % + 
No 62 % + 
No 45 % 0 
Yes 51 % - 
Yes 62 % - 
Yes 41 % - 
Yes 62 % - 
Yes 50 % - 
Yes 52 % - 
Yes 72 % - 
No 45 % + 
No 41 % + 

Sadness Yes 50 % - 
Yes 38 % - 
Yes 55 % - 
No 59 % + 
No 45 % + 
No 38 % + 
Yes 52 % - 

Threats Yes 59 % - 
Yes 69 % - 

Source: own calculation. 
 

All intervals that were coded as positive using SPAFF were also perceived 
as positive behaviour by a dominant share of focus group participants. But in 
the case of expressions of negative emotions the discrepancies between the 
SPAFF coding and coding done by the focus group participants are evident. 
Based on the analysis of transcripts of a structured conversation following 
the coding process in the focus groups, we concluded that both the speaker’s 
arguments and reasoning as well as participants’ overall impressions of the 
speaker’s dispositions (reference to his ethos) influenced their perception of 
particular behaviours (expression of emotions) and that the attribution 
processes were predominantly focused on internal dispositions (Kelly 
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1973). However, our qualitative research design does not allow us to give 
more detailed quantitative judgments regarding the extent of impact of the 
above mentioned characteristics on the perception of the speaker’s 
expressed emotions. But we can conclude that intervals where the speaker 
expressed the negative emotions of anger, belligerence, defensiveness, 
domineering, fear, tension or sadness were more often coded as negative in 
cases where the focus groups participants did not like the speaker’s ethos 
and did not have an overall positive opinion regarding him or her. On the 
other hand, segments where the speaker expressed the same negative 
emotions were more often coded as positive in cases where participants had 
favourable attitudes towards the speaker and the speaker sovereign offered 
substantive arguments and evidence.  However, negative expressions of 
emotions like verbal expressions of contempt towards a third person, 
criticism towards a third person or threats were perceived as negative by a 
dominant share of participants regardless of the likability of the speaker. 
Similarly, expressions of positive emotions like enthusiasm, positive 
excitement and joy were in all cases perceived as positive by the dominant 
share of viewers, regardless their sympathy or antipathy towards the 
speaker. 
 
 

6. Discussion 
SPAFF proved to be useful in mapping the expressed emotions of the 
speaker. Even though we have modified SPAFF’s approach in order to adapt 
it to a real situation of television broadcasting, meaning that images of both 
speakers were not always present on a display and the whole front of the 
face and the upper part of the body of the speaker were not completely 
visible for the whole duration of the recording (the visibility depended on 
the studio layout and the way the public speaking situation was recorded in 
the studio), the coders did not encounter significant difficulties in assigning 
specific codes to the speaker’s behaviour compared to situations of 
interpersonal communication, where the coding process is performed fully 
in alignment with the SPAFF recording instructions. One of the limitations of 
the use of the SPAFF is the absence of the possibility to address mixed 
emotions, meaning co-occurrences of positive and negative emotions, which 
are a common feature of everyday life.  Nevertheless, we believe that the use 
of SPAFF can provide the speaker with valuable information and raises his 
or her awareness regarding his or her behaviour during the speech as it 
allows for a systematic and structured analysis of his or her expressions of 
emotions. However, if the method was to be used solely in order to give 
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feedback to the speaker, possibly with an aim for him or her to be able to 
reflect on, guide and control his or her further public appearances, we would 
suggest recording the segments of the speech fully in accordance with the 
SPAFF so as to take into account as many signs as possible. Given the 
purpose of our research, which was to analyse perceptions of expressed 
emotions by the audience, we opted for a real broadcast situation and we 
did not have control regarding the way the public appearance was recorded 
as the audience also does not have such a choice.  

Using the combination of SPAFF and focus group methodology we 
observed that positive emotions expressed by the speaker are perceived as 
positive by a dominant share of the audience. The link between negative 
expressions of emotions of the speaker and perceptions of the audience is 
not as definite and is more dependent on other internal impressions of the 
speaker (ethos, logos), as when compared to perceptions of positive 
expressions of emotions.   

As visible from Table 2 and 3 there are no cases, either of positive or 
negative emotional expressions perceptions, where all of the viewers would 
‘agree’ on the attribution to the expressed emotion. So for a speaker it is 
pointless to expect that all of his expressions of emotions (even the positive 
ones) will be perceived as intended by members of the audience. It would be 
interesting to further research in the direction of learning whether dominant 
shares of the audience similarly perceiving certain emotional expressions do 
share certain characteristics that distinguish them from others in the 
audience. Such knowledge may be useful especially in cases where target 
audiences are more precisely defined and the speaker intends to build a 
longer-lasting relationship with a certain target audience. 

We should also keep in mind that focus groups are structured situations 
where participants were specifically asked to carefully concentrate on all 
selected segments of behaviour. In real situations audiences normally do not 
behave in such a manner. As stated by numerous focus group participants it 
was very hard for them to focus only on specific behaviour in a particular 
interval and for them to aim to unbiasedly attribute positive, negative or 
neutral codes to specifically selected expressions without considering their 
overall impression of the speaker and the particularities of a speech 
situation. In real situations the concentration of the audience and focus on 
particular expressions of emotions is much more selective and some of the 
expressed emotions may not even be detected by the audience, while others 
that are detected may more heavily impact the perception of the whole 
speech situation.  
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Abstract: The article outlines several structural and cultural characteristics of 
Slovenian society, starting with the most important determinant, a description 
of Slovenian traditional subsistence model, followed by descriptions of 
settlement pattern and spatial policies, characteristics of and perceptions of 
the political system and state apparatus, and the attitudes, norms, and values 
of the population. The analysis reveals traits that could enable the emergence 
of authoritarian rule. These traits have been gaining in strength since the start 
of the great recession of 2008. However, the weakening national identity, 
proportional democracy, and fragmentation of society seem to prevent the rise 
of a dominant, all-encompassing authoritarian leader who would be able to 
dismantle distrusted institutions of liberal democracy.  
 
Keywords: hollowing out, backsliding of democracy, Slovenian traditional 
subsistence model, authoritarianism, egalitarianism 
 
 
1. Introduction  
We are facing the rise of illiberalism in East Central Europe (Hanley and 
Dawson 2016). On short notice, great expectations in time of enlargement of 
EU a decade ago have been negated (Mueller 2014). As stated by Rupnik and 
Zielonka (2013), the crisis of democracy is not a preserve of East Central 
European countries. It is a broader, global phenomenon.  

The present rise of illiberal democracy, described by Zakaria (1997) as 
the decoupling of electoral participation and constitutional liberalism, the 
latter guaranteeing, amongst others, human rights, freedom of speech and 
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media, rule of law, and checks and balances should not surprise us. Namely, 
the reverse wave has followed both previous waves of democratization: the 
first that started at the beginning of 1920s and the second that started in the 
period from 1960 to 1975 (cf. Huntington 1991).  

The question arises on the state of Slovenian democracy. Does it display 
characteristics that justify the assessment of a reversal of democratization? 
It is interesting to note that Slovenia ranks 2nd amongst 29 nations according 
to the latest Nations in Transit report of democratic progress (Freedom 
House 2016), bested only by Estonia. Slovenia remains a consolidated 
democracy, despite its gradual decline from 2003 to 2016 (ibid.). On the 
other hand, Greskovits (2015) places only Slovenia in the same quadrant as 
Hungary in his alignment of East Central European post-socialist countries 
as regards to backsliding and hollowing out of their democracies. Both of 
them rank highly on backsliding towards authoritarianism, i.e. they are low 
on democratic transformation, freedom of the press, accountability of 
political elites, and intensity of anti-austerity protests. According to chosen 
criteria on hollowing out, i.e. the level of political participation, it has been 
high in Hungary as well as in Slovenia.  

Given Hungary’s reputation, Slovenia should therefore be described as a 
fully fledged illiberal democracy. As no Victor Orban exists in Slovenia, the 
question arises on the characteristics of Slovenian authoritarianism. We 
intend to test Greskovits’ placement of Slovenia by describing those traits of 
Slovenian society that could favour the emergence of authoritarian rule and 
to assess the potential for its establishment.   
 
 
2. Structural determinants as enabling factors of emergence of 
authoritarian rule in Republic of Slovenia   
There are three structural determinants of Slovenian society which could 
enable, in the final consequence, the emergence of authoritarian rule. First of 
them are deeply entrenched subsistence strategies of population; second, 
spatial organization and spatial policy; and third, characteristics of actors 
engaged in political arena, and related perceptions of population. Each of 
them is paralleled and influenced by specific values, attitudes, beliefs, and 
norms. Of special interest are beliefs regarding income differentials, i.e. 
egalitarianism of Slovenian population, and its relationship to 
authoritarianism.  
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2.1 Subsistence strategies as a defining tenet of Slovenian political 
economy  
The most important structure of “longue duree” (Braudel 1958) of Slovenian 
society is “traditional Slovenian business system” (Jaklič 2009). 1 Structures 
of “longue duree” are resistant to change and change only in periods of 
major upheavals. It is the easiest to discern them in business activities, i.e. in 
economic system in the period of cyclical fluctuations (conjunctures, e.g. 
Kondratieff’s Long Wave Cycle). Moreover, “the endurance of economic 
systems is provided by old attitudes of thought and action, resistant 
frameworks hard to die, sometimes contrary to all logic” (Braudel 1958, 
733). It is safe to conclude, since Braudel explicitly parallels cyclical 
fluctuations in economic activities with “social cyclical fluctuations”, that old 
habits, norms and values represent a very important or even crucial part of 
structures of “longue duree”, more important of institutional (regulatory and 
legal) framework.  

There are two important factors shaping history of Slovenian subsistence 
practices and business activities. There was fragmentation of agricultural 
lands and accompanying existential uncertainty, as characteristic for more 
than half of Slovenian peasant population, caused by abolition of feudalism 
in Austrian Empire, circumstances of purchase of land from previous feudal 
lords, and laws of inheritance (Vilfan 1961). Since it was impossible to 
survive on small farms, small farmers were dependent on additional sources 
of subsistence, e.g. employment in mining and/or in forestry (Grafenauer 
1970). However, the phenomenon of dependency on more than one source 
of subsistence in case of Slovenia is not an exception, since it was a 
characteristic feature of life of farmers anywhere (Braudel 1989).2  

In addition, levels of urbanization and industrialization were quite low, 
which prevented sales of farm surpluses to urban population, neither it was 
possible to sell them to city dwelling labourers as worker’s wages raised 
above basic subsistence level only in 1940 (Dragoš 2010), at the onset of 
2nd World War. Therefore, poverty accompanied by zero sum mentality, or 
at least its preconditions, represented an important subsistence experience 
                                                                 
1 From there on the term “(Slovenian) traditional subsistence model” will be used in 
place of “traditional Slovenian business system”. The emphasis is primarily on 
deeply ingrained cultural patterns and subsistence practices, and secondarily on a 
specific form of political economy based on existing subsistence practices, and 
simultaneously strengthening and upgrading them.    
2 As assessed by Vilfan (1961) and Grafenauer (1970), additional occupations 
represented a requisite subsistence source of Slovenian farmer since the Middle 
Ages.    
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of more than one half of Slovenian population. In fact, the division of labour 
between city and rural areas that took place in Slovenia resembles one 
characteristic for England in the era of early industrialisation. According to 
Braudel, new division of labour urbanised the society of wage labourers 
(Braudel 1991). Namely, in the period of early industrialization it was 
impossible to dwell in the city without additional sources of subsistence 
such as farm produce (eggs, vegetables, milk, poultry ...) (ibid.).3  

It has to be taken into account that Slovenia was, as were most of post-
socialist countries, late latecomer of industrialization (Novak 1991). In 
Slovenia, economic take off started just before the 2nd World War (ibid.). 
After 1945, specific, engineered industrialization took place, as well as land 
reform defining maximal areal of land property (10 hectares). This way, 
farming on a small plot of land became a necessary form of farming as such.4 
Moreover, it remained an important source of income of newly employed 
industrial workers, most of them petty farmers. Jaklič and Hribernik (2010) 
define the form of economy as developed in Slovenia in after-war period as 
“valley economy”. It was confined to “valleys” since “partisan directors” (i.e. 
CEO’s) (Jaklič 2009), originating from a given locality, enabled full 
employment of individuals living in vicinity of newly built or taken-over 
factories. In the eyes of partisan directors, the justification of their leading 
role was dependent on full employment and existential wellbeing of 
population, living in a given “valley” (ibid.).5 An important consequence of 
such a form of industrialization was that a large share of population was 
able to extract from a number of subsistence sources, enabling them to live 
in up until then unheard of prosperity. This way, one-party rule had been 
sustained not only by repression, but with welfare of a predominant share of 
population as well.  

After 1945, Slovenian traditional subsistence model was strengthened by 
safe and full employment on one hand,6 and on other hand by a generous 

                                                                 
3 At this point, Braudel follows Smelser's analysis of social changes in the period of 
industrial revolution.  
4 In fact, every land reform experienced by Slovenian farmer, first in Austrian 
Empire and the fourth, i.e. the last one, which took place in socialist Yugoslavia, 
added to fragmentation of farm land and maintained the existential insecurity of 
peasants (cf. Kneževič Hočevar and Černič Istenič 2010), and/or their dependency 
on “valley” employment.  
5 “Valley” could be defined as a geographical area that enables individuals to relay 
on and extract from the highest number of subsistence sources possible.  
6 One has to bear in mind that Slovenian economy was characterised by “soft budget 
constraint” (Kornai), as were all socialist economies. In Slovenian case, due to a 
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welfare state. By that, an optimal spread of subsistence sources was arrived 
at, which enabled individuals to mitigate subsistence risks to a substantial 
degree. On the official, formal side, subsistence was provided by 
employment in state owned enterprises or state apparatus, and generous 
provisions of welfare state, and on the informal by shadow economy, and 
support networks of kin and neighbourhoods, plus farm produce. Support 
networks and in-kind sources included production of food and drinks, 
building and heating timber, and labour as such (e.g. exchange of labour in 
house building or farming), as well as financial resources (e.g. savings) (cf. 
Vehovar 2010, 2012). In sum, population has been relying on at least four 
subsistence sources.  

Characteristics of Slovenian traditional subsistence model testify of a 
very strong dependency and attachment to localities, as well as local power 
holders. The established model has been encouraging emergence and 
desirability of powerful identifications with “valleys”, as well as a model of 
rule authoritarian at its very core. Local leaders not only provided for 
employment of local population, in addition they provided scholarships for 
individuals who departed localities to study at university centres, upon their 
return guaranteed their employment, and enabled them to indebt 
themselves whether for personal consumption or building materials (cf. 
Jaklič 2009). It can be said or concluded that original attachment to local 
environment as characteristic for preindustrial societies was even 
strengthened after 1945 due to a specific mode of industrialization of 
Slovenian society.  

It is interesting to note that, according to Stanojević and Crowley (2011), 
specific historical legacy of Slovenia, which includes self-management, 
represents the very basis upon which a specific (Slovenian) model of 
coordinated market economy was established. In the period after transition, 
pre-transitional local alliances of managers, political elites and workers 
transformed into institutions of coordination at the level of state, i.e. into 
neocorporatist arrangements (ibid.).7  

                                                                                                                                                               
need for non-repressive justification of the leading role of partisan directors, it 
played even more important role.    
7 It can be assumed that the project of Yugoslav self-management (introduced in the 
beginning of 50ies) was at its core authoritarian, egalitarian, and parochial, and that 
it took place in a pre-industrial, traditional society, or at most in the society at the 
threshold of industrialization. Besides, since inhabitants of a given “valley” built the 
very industrial enterprises they were employed in, the inhabitants considered 
enterprises as owned by society, and not by the state, as denoted in official 
documents and proclamations. In consequence, workers strongly identified with the 



 
 

| 54 RSC Volume 9, Issue 1, January 2017 

 
In Slovenia, as in other societies dominated by communist parties, 

economic and political systems were integrated one by political elite. 
Excessive political integration of Slovenian economy was preserved even 
after 1991, as evident from data on “political contagion” (Domadenik et al., 
2011) of members of supervisory and management boards of enterprises at 
least partially owned by the state. Due to extraction of funds, political 
integration lowers the productivity of firms (Domadenik, Prašnikar and 
Svejnar 2016). Since in Slovenia the share of state owned enterprises at least 
partially owned by the state is high,8 and since in this case members of 
supervisory boards and management boards have been appointed by 
political parties and interest groups the share of “politically contaminated” 
enterprises is high as well, as is the amount of extracted funds. Slovenian 
political parties have almost total control of utility enterprises at the local 
level (Vehovar 2015) as well.  

It can be said that excessive political integration of Slovenian economy 
persists even today, the difference being that enterprises are being shared 
between multiple political parties.  
 
2.2 Settlement pattern and spatial politics  
Slovenia’s settlement pattern is characterised by predominance of small, 
countryside settlements, and absence of larger urban centres. The share of 
urban population is one of the smallest in Europe (The World Bank 2016). 
The influence of specific mode of post-war industrialization that stimulated 
dispersion of settlements has already been described. Also, politics of 
polycentric development, and integral development of countryside 
conserved the importance of smaller settlements (Kovačič 1991). In 
addition, the number of urban population is on decline since 80ies of the last 
century (cf. Ravbar 1997; Pelc 2015).  

                                                                                                                                                               
very enterprises they built or contributed to their development. The identification 
strengthened in 70ies by introduction of “associated labour” in which share of profit 
in “basic organizations of associated labour”, i.e. companies owned by society, and 
by extension workers, was based on investment of their labour. Partially, strong 
opposition to privatization on the side of population derives from the experience of 
industrialization, self-management, and ideology or principle of associated labour. 
Moreover, local identifications were strengthened by “self-contributions”, i.e. quasi 
voluntary contributions of certain share of worker's monthly income were common 
in the period of socialism, and used to build e.g. schools, kindergartens, and health 
centres).  
8 It is the highest among post-socialist countries (European Commission 2016).  
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It comes as no surprise that political organization of society at the local 

level is characterised by a very high number of local communes. There are 
212 of them. The attachment to localities has been strengthened by building 
of privately owned houses,9 which encouraged and was cheapened by 
engagement in shadow economy (e.g. brick laying, tile laying, installation of 
electrical cords, all done by unregistered privateers, or homebuilders 
themselves), kin help in money, kin and neighbourhood help in manual 
labour, as well as building wood and materials extracted from e.g. personally 
or kin owned forests, i.e. traditional subsistence strategies. Due to cheap 
loans in pre-transitional times, the share of privately owned houses and 
apartments is one of the highest in Europe. There are only 9 % of rented 
apartments owned by privateers, local communes or the state (Cirman 
2007; Mandič 2009). Since low share of rented apartments results in high 
costs of apartments and rents, as well as in low level of spatial mobility 
(Mandič ibid), a disproportionally high share of Slovenian youth remain 
dependent on their parents (cf. Ule 2012).10              

Not only is Slovenia highly spatially fragmented, Uršič and Hočevar 
(2007) claim that Slovenians display aversion towards living in urban 
environment. Slovenians favour cultural isolation and idealize living in the 
countryside (Rotar 1985). One of the consequences of low density and 
dispersion of Slovenian population is existence of unconnected, non-unified, 
closely integrated, and spatially separated social groups (Maček 2007).                   
 
2.3 Social cleavages, functioning of state apparatus, and perception of 
political system  
One of the most important social cleavages shaping Slovenian political 
arena, is opposition of urbanised (modernised), and non-urbanised 
(traditional) pole of society. In the last decade, this opposition has been 
more and more pronounced (Tiran 2015). As an example, results of 
referenda on rights of gay couples and the status of gay families held in 2015 
can be presented. While town population voted in favour of gay couple’s 
rights, countryside overwhelmingly opposed the equalisation of legal status 

                                                                 
9 In the middle of 70ies, in the last ditch effort to prove that socialism in Socialist 
Federative Republic of Yugoslavia is working, Yugoslav government indebted 
herself heavily, by incurring a debt of 16 billion dollars, lent by The International 
Monetary Fund. Part of the loan was spent for building of privately owned houses. 
Soon afterwards, at the start of 80ies, Yugoslav economy started to collapse.   
10 In Slovenia, the share of youth living with their parents is among the highest in 
Europe (Eurofound 2014). 
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of gay families (Tiran 2016). Voting preferences between town and 
countryside populations also differ. While instability of political arena at the 
state level has been on the rise, local mayors stay in place (Kukovič and 
Brezovšek 2015). Growing support to mayors could be attributed, at least in 
part, to imbalances of power of mayors and local councils (i.e. local 
parliaments), where mayors are in considerable advantage (ibid.). Also, 
mayors are the only institution of governance in Slovenia that is trusted 
(CRJMMK 2010).11 

Not only has been economic system colonised by political parties, the 
same goes for state apparatus, which is considered as an election booty of 
political parties. Negative effects of colonization of state by political parties 
are discernible from a low level of competitiveness of Slovenia, i.e. low 
quality of business environment. According to World Competitiveness 
Yearbook (Institute for Management Development 2008-16), Slovenia lost 
23 ranks in the period from 2008 to 2014.12 Capture of economic system and 
state has been revealed in a yearly report of The Commission for the 
Prevention of Corruption, described as “systemic corruption” (Komisija za 
preprečevanje korupcije 2012). 

Dissatisfaction with democracy and very high levels of distrust in the 
parliament, the government, and political parties strengthens the opposition 
of urban and rural as well as of state and municipalities. In 2014, those 
levels were the highest ever recorded (CRJMMK 1997-2014). Levels of 
dissatisfaction and distrust were high even before recession of 2008, the 
period of high prosperity. In 2014, only 8 % of population stated their 
satisfaction with democracy, 4 % trust in government, 2 % trust in 
Parliament, and 1 % in political parties (ibid.). Instrumental attitude 
towards democracy, as opposed to substantive, has been on the rise as well 
(Štebe 2012).  

Analysis of time trends in beliefs of the population as regards democracy 
and authoritarianism show that dissatisfaction with democracy, and 
authoritarian leanings prevailed almost in any survey. However, only after 
the beginning of the great recession the share of dissatisfied with democracy 
surpassed 60 %, while the share of satisfied fell well under 30 % (CRJMMK 

                                                                 
11 Data on satisfaction with democracy and trust in democratic institutions are 
presented below.  
12 In 2015 and 2016 Slovenia improved, it ranks 49th and 42nd respectively. 
However, improvement is due mainly to ricochet from recession bottom and 
measures related to stabilization of economy in post-recession period, while 
business efficiency and conditions of business activities did not improve.  
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1997-2014). As far as trust in political parties, the parliament, and the 
government is concerned, shares of distrustful ever prevailed, also. Again, 
only after the start of the great recession the share of trustful fell under or 
considerably under 10 %, while the share of distrustful surpassed 50 %. In 
2014 there were 76 % of distrustful in regard to political parties, 71 % to the 
parliament, and 75 % to the government. The share of distrustful of the 
courts went up after the beginning of the great recession as well, to 58 % in 
2013, and 53 % in 2014. On the other hand, the share of trustful fell to 12 % 
in 2013, and 16 % in 2014 (CRJMMK 2002-2014). However, the rise and fall 
in this case were not as dramatic as in the case of political parties, the 
parliament, and the government.13 

The only question in Slovenian Public Opinion Poll that touches upon 
authoritarian leanings in a direct manner asks about preferability of 
democracy in case of its malfunctioning, and its potential replacement with 
powerful leader. In 1995 39 % of Slovenians stated their preference for 
democracy as opposed to powerful leader, in 2009 36 %, in 2013 28 %, and 
in 2015 23 %. On the other hand, in 1995 there were 45 % in favour of 
powerful leader, in 2009 38 %, in 2013 55 %, and in 2015 62 % (CRJMMK 
2015).14 It is obvious that support for democracy has been on the wane with 
the passage of time in Slovenia, and that it never surpassed levels of support 
for a powerful, authoritarian leader, not even in 2009, after the long period 
of sustained economic growth accompanied by a steep rise in purchasing 
power of the average Slovenian. Moreover, the support for a powerful, 
authoritarian leader has risen to a considerable degree after the start of the 
great recession.  

Two conclusions can be arrived at. First, dissatisfaction with and distrust 
in basic institutions of democracy transfer the role of social integration and 
regulation to lower levels, i.e. to the level of municipalities. And second, 
preference for a powerful, authoritarian leader is on the rise, and is 
prevailing substantially over preference for democracy.  
 

                                                                 
13 In comparison, trust in media was substantial in 2002, with 46 % of the 
population trustful as opposed to 14 % of distrustful. However, share of distrustful 
started to prevail after the start of the great recession, although only slightly, with 
31 % of trustful as opposed to 28 % of distrustful to the media.   
14 Only in there four points in time the question on powerful leader was inserted in 
the Slovenian public opinion poll questionnaire.  
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2.4 Attitudes, beliefs, norms, and values   
Discussing cultural traits of Slovenian society, we can depart from already 
pronounced spatial fragmentation. Slovenian society is embedded in rural 
environment, whose character is traditional. As noted by Rotar (1985) and 
Uršič (2015), elements of tradition and locality represent a very important 
ingredient of Slovenian cultural identity.  

According to Slovenian Public Opinion Poll, attachment to hometown has 
been on the rise for fifteen years, as opposed to attachment to Slovenia 
(Malnar 2012a). Since the beginning of 90ies, positive valuation of family, 
levels of trust in family and neighbours (Malnar 2012a), and the importance 
of personal, as opposed to more impersonal social networks have been on 
the rise as well (Filipović et al. 2005; Hlebec et al. 2010).  

It comes as no surprise that the level of social capital, i.e. generalised 
trust, is relatively low in Slovenia (cf. Iglič 2004). Level of generalised trust 
has been on the rise in the period of intensive economic growth, 
accompanied by rising level of wellbeing in the period from 2000 until 2008, 
but has fallen considerably after the recession started (Iglič 2014). It is safe 
to conclude that in Slovenia “bonding social capital” dominates over 
“bridging”.15  

According to Genov (2000), universalization of human rights represents 
one of the aspects of processes of modernization, as opposed to 
particularism of traditional societies. As an example, results of referenda on 
the amendment to the Marriage and Family Relations Act held in 2015 can 
be presented. While urban population voted in favour of gay couple’s rights 
to marry and adopt children, which was the most debatable issue in the 
campaign, countryside overwhelmingly opposed the amendment (Tiran 
2016).16 Regarding tolerance towards otherness, xenophobic attitudes in 
Slovenia levelled after 1995, and have grown slightly in 2008 %, reaching 30 
(Kirbiš et al. 2012). According to Kirbiš, Flere, and Tavčar Kranjc (ibid.), 
xenophobic attitudes are especially problematic, since they surpass levels 
encountered in developed European countries, as well as in Eastern 

                                                                 
15 Also, it is low as regards parity of purchasing power (PPP). In comparison to the 
rest of post-socialist societies, and members of EU, PPP of Slovenia is very high, and 
Slovenia a genuine outlier (Tomšič and Vehovar 2007).  
16 As noted by Hanley and Dawson (2016), decline of social tolerance is one of the 
main characteristics of the rise of illiberalism, i.e. decline of “liberal consensus” in 
Eastern and Central Europe. Apart of sporadic attacks on members of gay 
community, investigated by police, there are no cases of systematic abuse of gays 
and lesbians, or same sex couples, and no hostility propagated by any political party 
or influential individual.  
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European and post-socialist countries, in contradiction to the relatively high 
level of socio-economic development of Slovenia.17 

In a more general terms, using sample of students of post-Yugoslav 
countries, Kirbiš and Flere (2011) came to a conclusion that in more 
underdeveloped environments one can find elements of “subject political 
culture” (si. podložniška politična kultura), characterised by 
“authoritarianism, general traditionalism, commitment to traditional gender 
roles, state paternalism, and generalised distrust” (ibid., 45). According to 
Kirbiš and Flere, all post-Yugoslav countries rank high in economic 
egalitarianism and paternalism.     

Data on egalitarian leanings of Slovenian population reveal very strong 
inclination towards equality. As regards social equality, according to 
Slovenian Public Opinion Poll, in 1994 64 % of population favoured equality, 
and 9 % inequality. In 2011, after the start of the great recession, the share 
in favour of equality rose to 81 % (in 2015, 83 %), while the share in favour 
of inequality fell to 4 % (in 2015, 4 % as well) (CRJMMK 2015). As regards 
differences in income, only in the late 80ies the share of population in favour 
of increasing of differences in income rose to some degree, although it never 
surpassed the share in favour of reducing those differences. In 1990, 35 % 
were in favour of increasing, while 56 % in favour of reducing. Ever since 
early 90ies, egalitarian trend gained in strength (cf. Malnar 2012b). It abated 
only slightly in the period of rapid growth of purchasing power that lasted 
until 2008, and rose to unprecedented levels after the start of the great 
recession (CRJMMK 2015). In 2015, 89 % of interviewees declared that 
differences in income should be reduced (ibid.).18 According to Malnar 
(2011), pronounced egalitarianism of Slovenian population conceals a 
pronounced fear of loss of a high level of wellbeing, as experienced by a 
majority of the population.                

It is a long established fact that egalitarian attitudes closely relate to 
authoritarianism.19 Tadić and Županov (1969) established that the 

                                                                 
17 Regarding refugees, part of the population expresses distrust towards refugees as 
Muslims. There are cases of opposition of their housing (NIMBY syndrome). 
However, there is no political party or influential individual systematically and 
openly propagating hostility towards Muslims.  
18 By the same time, Slovenia's Gini coefficient is amongst the lowest in the world. 
Paradoxical situation could be explained by motivation of the population to prevent 
a loss of existing level of welfare (Malnar 2011), i.e. a specific form of economic and 
cultural conservatism.    
19 From the evolutionary point of view of relationship between egalitarianism and 
authoritarianism cf. Boehm (1993; 2000). 
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connection of egalitarianism and authoritarianism represents one of the 
most important tenets of value and normative orientations in socialist 
Yugoslavia.  

According to Genov (2000), this belief, characteristic of all socialist 
societies, is a combination of traditional, rural mentality, and urban, socialist 
thought. Besides, as in all latecomers of industrialization, there were strong 
egalitarian and authoritarian currents already present before communist 
faction ascended to power (ibid.). On the other hand, Duriez, Van Hiel, and 
Kossowska (2005) have established that, characteristically, authoritarian 
individuals living in post-socialist societies favour economic egalitarianism, 
while those living in established democracies favour inequality.  
 
 
3. Conclusion   
It is possible to claim that structural and cultural characteristics of Slovenian 
society favour the emergence of authoritarianism. The most persistent, 
deeply rooted structure of “longue duree” of the Slovenian society, the 
Slovenian traditional subsistence model, and accompanying subsistence 
strategies, are still in place despite the pressures of globalization. 
Inhabitants of “valleys” will be forced to adapt their subsistence strategy due 
to privatization, government’s suppression of shadow economy,  shrinking 
of the welfare state, and demands of a simultaneous engagement in formal 
and informal economy (on the demise of a traditional subsistence model in 
the framework of Slovenian gradualism towards a market economy cf. 
Šušteršič et al. 2008). However, historical memory of its existence and 
practices will remain in place, as will its practices in less developed “valleys”.  

One has to bear in mind that the political rule as established in 1945 has 
also been built upon the fundament of repression, forceful expropriation on 
a large scale, and the annulment of private property. Moreover, the 
inhabitants of “valleys” experienced not only communist rule, authoritarian 
in itself, but a dependency on the local political and managerial elites. Those 
elites resorted not only to repression to hold onto power, but strived for a 
voluntary consent of a large majority of the population, provided and 
conditioned by the maintenance of a relatively high level of wellbeing. To 
maintain the latter, the population relied on multiple sources of income that 
was readily available in the “valleys”, which in turn strengthened local 
identities.   

As far as the political system is concerned, the opposition between the 
urbanised (modernised) and the non-urbanised (traditional) pole of society 
is becoming more and more pronounced. The dissatisfaction with 
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democracy and distrust in democratic institutions has enhanced feelings of 
dependency on the local community, neighbourhood, kin networks, and 
family. Through this, the integration of society has been transferred onto a 
lower level of societal organization.  

Finally, regarding values and norms, structures of longue duree and 
historical experience at the level of political economy promote a zero-sum 
mentality, i.e. egalitarianism, paired by up until now only partially expressed 
authoritarianism. In fact, we should talk about an “egalitarian syndrome” 
(Bernik 1990) in this case, since egalitarianism had to be maintained by the 
elite that dominated the society. Moreover, as stated by Malnar (2011), the 
overwhelming domination of egalitarianism can be explained by 
population’s preference for preserving a given level of wellbeing. The 
strengthening preference for a powerful leader can be understood as a 
reversal to a historical experience of egalitarian syndrome, where wellbeing 
had been provided for the political and managerial elite. With regards to 
universal values and tolerance, they are not a part of fabric of everyday life 
in rural, closely knit, and isolated communities.  

Slovenia is a late latecomer to industrialization, so a question arises 
whether authoritarianism in Slovenia mirrors its traditionality, or is it the 
result of the specific economic, spatial, and political development that took 
place after 1945. We can assume that the remnants of the attitudes, beliefs, 
norms, and values characteristic of traditional societies remain in place even 
today and were altered but not obliterated since 1945. Moreover, we can 
assume that the establishment of authoritarian rule not only preserved the 
already existing authoritarian traits, but strengthened them to a 
considerable degree as well.  

The description of the structural determinants of Slovenian society 
presented above reveals the existence of authoritarian traits that could form 
a basis for the emergence of authoritarian rule. However, the potential for its 
full realisation is weak. Despite the high levels of dissatisfaction with 
democracy and distrust in democratic institutions paralleled by the 
pronounced egalitarian and authoritarian leanings of the population, no 
Slovenian political party rejects or opposes liberal democracy or strives to 
establish authoritarian rule. The weakening national identity, proportional 
democracy, and fragmentation of Slovenian society prevent the rise of a 
dominant, all-encompassing authoritarian leader who would be able to 
dismantle the distrusted institutions of a liberal democracy.  

Greskovits’ assessment of Slovenian democracy as backslid and not 
hollowed out is at least partially correct. However, circumstances change 
and the latest data on Slovenian elections, i.e. the lower voter participation 
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(51.73% in the last parliamentary elections in 2014), the instability of voter 
preferences (the emergence of new political parties that entered parliament 
in 2014),20 and a string of early parliamentary elections (in 2011 and 2014) 
reveal hollowing out of democracy in Slovenia. Therefore, Slovenia had not 
only backslid, democracy in Slovenia has started to hollow out as well. In 
Greskovits’ (2015, 32) map of the hollowing and backsliding of democracy in 
East Central Europe, Slovenia should therefore be placed in the same 
quadrant as Latvia, Bulgaria, and Romania.21      

The question is whether there has ever existed a genuine democracy at 
all in East Central Europe? As stated by Hanley and Dawson, the erosion of 
democratic institutions in East Central Europe “is not ‘democratic 
backsliding’ but rather a symptom of interaction between democracies that 
were born hollow and a ‘liberal consensus’ that newer was” (Hanley and 
Dawson 2016, 29). Slovenia is no exception.  
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Abstract: In the contemporary world where notions of boundary and borders 
are continuously blurred and shifted, we need to redefine notions such 
nomadic identity and mobile space as they are in phenomenological evolution. 
This paper explores the informal logic of culture of those people, quoted above, 
which were in continuous dialectic with borders, for instance: the border 
inhabitants and the exiled artists. With these examples I shall demonstrate the 
cultural complexity arising from the mobility, the liminal spaces and the non-
spaces. The case study of the experiences will offer provocative meanings of 
spatial non-belongings, longings for a home, nostalgia of a space in motion, 
feelings of being uprooted and I shall argue what is a border in Europe, 
tackling all aspects connected with the border such as productive and creative 
space and not merely as administrative place of friction and transgression. 
 
Keywords: former Yugoslavia, erasure of post-socialist memory, border 
inhabitants, intra-urban migrations, spatial diaspora 
 
 
1. Introduction  
The migration syndrome encloses the human condition of the contemporary 
mankind in an existential fashion. The ontology of the displacement and the 
ontological uncertainty of the migrant has never been so seminally at stake, 
whereas the world we inhabit is accessible for many and, at the same time, 
shrinking for others. These categories raising from the human motion, i.e. 
nomads, vagrants, transhumant, migrants, exiled and expatriated, 
wanderers and itinerants, induce the migrant side of dwelling in global-
landscapes, the new frontiers, the multiple mental borders are, for the 
purpose of my research stay, very appealing context to demonstrate that the 
mobility increases the liminality of space. When a border (intra-mural, 
political, social, urban, geographical) is demolished or upraised or built or 
concerned, many human existence dwells in individual exchange of meaning 
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and heterogeneous production of culture. I have took Istria artists, bodies in 
memory landscape, and their experiences as border inhabitants in motion 
who radically define space and city. I shall argue the impact the crossroad of 
the borders landscape has had on the people’s life and in particular on the 
life of these artists and writers. A special example will be given throughout 
the case of Istria because of the Alpe Adria project. The focus from the 
borders will be displaced to the utterly relevant concept of mobility and 
migrations, and therefore the nomadic factor and its meaning for the human 
condition. In ever and ever globalizing and globalized world, the notions of 
borders, mobility, nomadic, home, displacements, liminality, fluidity and 
hybridity are unavoidable signals of lecture and interpretation of the human 
condition in emerging de-territorialization, spatial reconfiguration and de-
bordering within large scale of societal, economic and cultural segments. 
The projects proposal aims at achieving and exploring such concepts which 
are in intrinsic relation to place and territoriality. My goal is to demonstrate 
the city as a liminal but yet active actor and factor in the socio-cultural 
habits in wider domain of nomadic phenomena such as post-war migrations, 
national, regional and local identifications and affiliations and the urban 
reconfiguration of the city as a living space and its relation to city dwellers 
who reshape places.  

Since 1991 there have been approximately 27 000 km of new borders 
built and traced all along political demarcation processes, amongst which 
most part were marked in Europe (former Yugoslavia, former 
Czechoslovakia, or rather cities such as Berlin, Mostar, Nicosia, Gorizia, 
Skopje) and according to the geographer Michel Foucher (Foucher 2007) 
there are still some 18 000 of ongoing projects of walls and enclosures. This 
fragmentation of the world, despite the illusion of closeness imposed by the 
globalization, engenders creation of barriers and walls, of borders and new 
states and the so called balkanization of the territory. The territorial 
geography is staggered and shattered because of the macro-regional 
territorial integration, whilst tremendous transnational powers occur on the 
global political map: there is a huge confusion between what is local and 
what is global, what is center and what periphery. The splitting up and the 
breaking up takes place on several levels of one inhabited space (border 
cities, divided cities), that is to say strange practice of overheated zones, 
gated community, segregation, over-identification, ghettoization are taking 
place.  

The purpose of my text is to draw on the nomadic aesthetic containing 
liminal aspects of the harsh border crossings: the transit as ontological 
becoming process; the goal is to define and offer the border as a living space, 
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as a space that comes beyond the home, after the loss of home and that 
transpose the human condition onto a more sophisticated levels of 
interstice, of creepy thresholds, of the edges of the liminality as precedent of 
the human nomadic existence. Here the liminality will be revalued as a 
dynamic and vital, somewhat organic process of structuring its own 
mobility, in artistic and geopolitical sense, of capturing the nomadic within 
the border cohabitation and of perpetual loss of home as a consequence of 
the global boundaries shifts and liminal drifts. I have taken the example of 
Istria to focus on three elements: the political factor of the dissolving and 
generating post-Yugoslavian borders; the impact of the dissolved borders on 
the human condition and on the nomadic aesthetics; and thus extrapolated 
product of the perpetually generating borders on the feelings of 
homelessness, of the fervid economic notions of home to go and take away 
home. Therefore the goal of this dissertation will not be trying to define a 
belonging to a space but to question and argue the values that have 
constructed it that surrounds it and beholds it and the continuous carrying 
the home within in these societal and spatial liquid times. 

In a world where progressive expulsion of people (Sassen 1997) is taking 
place and where people do not change place but they lose their place on 
earth and are captured into a nowhere, into Auge’s non-lieux or Garreau’s 
nowherevilles (Augé 1992), or loaded into a drifting place without a place, 
that exists by itself, that is closed in on itself and at the same time is given 
over to the infinity of the sea or into by definition an uninhabited land, wild 
zone, a space resentful of humans and seldom visited by them, is worth 
rethinking.  

Having said this we are able to understand the liquid quality of the 
border dwelling: the border inhabitants lives becomes, to put it in Bauman 
terms (Bauman 2007), self-propelling, self-intensifying, compulsive and 
obsessive as a result of which, like liquid, none of the consecutive forms of 
social life is able to maintain its shape for long. We would elaborate the 
larger societal context in the epoch of non-engagement where the panoptic 
model of domination, with its main strategy is supervising, minutely 
monitoring and correcting the self-government of its sub-ordinates, is fast 
being dismantled in Europe. 

Going back to the core subject of this project, the wider category of 
meanings rising from the word exile etymologically meanings ex-
solum meaning wrenching, extraction from the soil, spreading towards 
outside and exterior outskirts of the territory, implies inevitably the notion 
of expulsion, voluntary or not, of a compulsory departure, imposing liminal 
course of displacement and mixture of cultural endogamic habits. The 
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disruption within the creation of the whole has produced a liquid and fluid 
and therefore liminal affiliation and heated discussion as regards the 
belonging. The political disappearance of the Yugoslavian cities and the 
erasure of collective memory has engendered a production of reinvented 
consideration of memory and space (i.e. reconstruction of monuments, 
renaming streets and toponims, erasure of common national and cultural 
emblems, the global amnesia and the reinvention of boundaries in cultural 
sense) and this has consequently engendered a new reading of the city as 
somewhat reinvented. I shall draw on these elements in order to understand 
the transposing and creative proliferation of borders in the concrete 
European cultural spaces.  

Mapping the city with new places of memory implies a prescribed, 
hybrid, somewhat artifical urban culture, where all political power has been 
condensed in the center. Undertaking the terminology of ritual killing of the 
city, i.e. urbicide1 - (and to some extent linked to culturcide, or even spatial 
acculturation), we could cluster many limitrophe cities in this traumatic 
category of killed cities in the re - conceptualized social space of 
displacement and shifting, liquid identity, which is questioned not as an 
affirmed, pre-coined or pre-given, as Bhabha underlines, but rather as a 
production of an image of identity and the transformation of the subject in 
assuming that image (Bhabha 1994). 

If some scholars argue that Europe is a continent of forgetting, the 
controversy of erased collective memory is a flagrant example for that: a 
new model of cities emerge that has cut off metaphorical chains with its 
past, has rebuilt strategies of revisionism and spatial reinvention. Forgetting 
is istigating groups, peoples and communities to be molded by the imposed 
collective memory – seen as a sociological fact. Here, the reality takes shape 
upon the erasure of the common past with Yugoslavia –, citizens feel lost in a 
city they no longer belong to - and by losing that part of the memory peoples 
lose strong constitutive part of their geo - cultural identification processes in 
geopolitical sense. Ulf Hannerz (Hannerz 1993) argues that there are 
metropoles and there are renaissances, sites and periods where the 
management of meaning reaches unusual heights. Therefore, the larger 
question I would like explore is  if the grand narrative will be born again and 
if what used to be called spatial turn will be the indicator of its critique 
reconstruction? 
                                                                 
1 Term first coined by Michael Moorcock in 1963, from Latin urbs – city and caedere – to kill, 
to cut, meaning violently to shatter the city, conceived by Marshall Berman in his reading of 
certain areas of Bronx and applied by the Serbian architect Bogdan Bogdanovic when 
interpreting the systematical destruction of the cities of Sarajevo and Mostar. 
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2. Inhabiting shifting border-zones 

Inhabiting with, within and across the border (d)-evolution, conceived 
and translated as a cultural evolving practice and as a gradually mutating 
spatial process, an intermission has occurred, an interference of the mobility 
took place in the interstices of the border itself. This mobility that I argue in 
this chapter incorporates and undertakes virtuous and various movements 
of the artistic nomadism, because being nomadic per se, it shapes and entails 
the bordering processes and the subjects that do not belong nor are 
determined by certain fixed cultural entity. This text, in fact, focuses on the 
mobility as a naturally given anthropological human practice put into the 
scale of the cultural complexity, which is waived within like an impulse or a 
circulation. Therefore, the goal is to contextually understand what 
consequences arise from the contemporary continuous learning practices of 
these mobile habits and to understand what it means to walk on a living and 
fermenting soil, hence, what does it means to walk on the “quicksand”, as 
Bauman would say, of the border ties.  

In such complex semiotic cultural systems which are, as Lotman (2000, 
151) puts its “(…) in a state of constant flux”, migrations engender semiotic 
cultural conflicts and uncomfortable zones. Having this concept in mind, we 
understand that the post-Yugoslavian war has shown and presented those 
conflicts on numerous levels: one of those levels is the artistically engaged 
and ideologically involved level of the artist and of the writer. Hence, we 
have understood in the previous chapters that the borders that have 
influenced literature and artwork are to be nurtured and cherished, because 
they are reflexive and self-evolving, mobile, communicative complexes and 
they foster the border as a purely fermenting space. Thus, we should 
foremost define how the very generic categories of mobility and of 
migrations liaise reciprocally and define the relations they enact with the 
(notion of) borderness and the nomadic dwelling of the individual. For this 
purpose, we need to understand how they determine the meanings they 
imply and behold and absorb in form of a nomadic (displaced) artwork 
under the impact of the dissolving borders.  

The human mobility I argue here, namely raised by the disruption of a 
border due to a political conflict, could show or witness that the culture, as a 
human condition, is not something generalizable or observable in terms of 
habits, but it is an interference of attitudes, perceptions and interpretations 
of one personal cultural shift. As Wieviorka puts it, the migratory processes 
pending on the frontier, signify transit and nomadism and this is what 
describes in the nutshell the bordering strategies which influence the 
displaced person. This means that there is a continuous shift and creation of 
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diaspora and repetition, intersection and completion of the migratory 
phenomena and critical questioning of the phenomenology of the border 
itself as a wider and an abstract community of individuations and 
identifications. If we forget about the methodological nationalism, Wieviorka 
says (Moussakova 2011), we will be witnesses to many identities inter-
changing meanings, cultural crossings, cultural interbreeding and 
hybridization deploying over national contexts. And therefore he stresses 
shall we in certain cases talk about deterritorialization instead of 
transnationalism? 

The history of the XX century, as Karl Schlögel puts it, is made of 
discontinuities, disruptions, of contrasts and of the simultaneity of the dis-
simultaneity (Bonadei 2009, 28), i.e. Gleichzeitigkeit der Ungleichzeitigkeit; 
this spatial and bordering junctures imply new fashions of analysis and 
reconstructions, inviting us to think twice about these reconstructions in 
order to grasp the organic and mutable cultural processes. We inhabit a 
world marked by extreme reductions, elimination of the distances, in a new 
phase of “the supremacy of the space”, comparable to the revolution of the 
transports and the communications from the 20th century (Bonadei 2009). 
This results with the production of virtual spaces, of what has been called as 
“Cyberia” (Bonadei 2009). The fashions of life, the mass circulation of goods 
and brands, of styles of living and the capitalization and the mass 
importation of Western values, is what was radically and rapidly changed in 
the former Yugoslavian cities, which was mysteriously and commonly 
known or rather sarcastically called as period of transition. This mobile 
status of the political urbanization and the cultural borderization has had its 
impact on people creating art there and pushed them to leave. The 
proliferation of meanings within the compartimentalization of mobility is a 
complex cultural chart; as Ulf Hannerz puts it (Hannerz 1993) such a culture 
has to be seen as a moving interconnectedness. Anthropologically speaking, 
people have been usually located and interpreted in spaces and restricted to 
places and their thoughts were reflecting local cultures, but in such liquid 
urban circumstances and in such liminal border spaces, people’s lives should 
be read and observed as border inhabitants lives, as border co-habitation 
lives: due to the massive consumption of the mobility we have become 
authentic border dwellers. Cultures, in such cases, come and go, leave traces, 
transform places, create new images and representations. These cultural 
mutations are very well depicted in Ulf Hannerz statement: “One might 
speculate that people also make different assumptions, in a meta-cultural 
fashion, about the nature of the relationship between themselves and their 
culture”. What comes out of these mobile cultural mutations and the 
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reduced, shrinking global cultural platform is one context of lack, of loss and 
of allusive feeling of over-possession of the reality and the open access 
across borders, but in fact “too much is missing and too much is assumed” 
(Hannerz 1993, 220-221) at the end of the border networks.   
 
2.1. Border landscapes versus border palimpsests   
Given that this text shall synthetically draw on and approach the 
conclusions of my thesis, some notions strictly related to the mobility and 
the cultural migrations, should be perceived and understood in the field of 
building, or creating new artistic meanings through the motion across 
borders. In fact, the effects of such structured mobility perform the cultural 
complexity and the impossibility to think about culture nowadays only in 
one narrow way, in one dimension and in one cluster is flagrant. From the 
previous case studies, I will argue the border also as one kind of mobile 
architectures and spaces of dwelling of the expatriated former Yugoslavian 
artists, because it turns to be an example of the mobility utopia. Here, the 
meaning of the mobility utopia shall be applied to the impossibility to grasp 
a fixed cultural space, a cast cultural place and the inclination and the 
hyper-mobile tendency to grasp and capture ever shifting, nomadic traces, 
which is the core raison d’être of the nomadic artist. This situation is 
perhaps due to the factthat there has been an introduction of certain new 
freedoms which have been attributed to the human condition, and based 
upon addictions to the mass media. Such ‘new freedoms’ issued from 
shrinking world where the perception of the intimate, familiar person has 
been dissolved, are diluted into the liminality of the virtual. But these ‘new 
freedoms’, notion proposed by Gadamer (Gadamer 2008), have fully 
different meaning in the sense that we no longer yearn for what is close or 
imminent, for what is necessary or indispensable, but yet for the distance 
constructed and infiltrated within the interstice of the strange, of the 
distant, of the adventurous, of the shifting, hence of the nomadic spot. The 
nomadic spot of creation and production is the border inhabited by mobile 
and displaced subjects, and yet it is the spot where the motion starts and 
circulates. And that is the motion of loss, the loss of all the affiliations, of all 
the familiar attachments, the loss of home and the refusal of domestication. 
The rapture of the space over the human needs and the simple dwelling 
within the sedentary live is shown in a chart of mobile borders and 
somewhat impossible cultural shapes and frames. In such an impossible 
world there is no longer humbleness but inferiority to the complex 
machinery of conflict production. This attributes a meaning of culture as an 
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open process, and as something made or invented. This feature is raised 
by Appadurai in the following quote:  

“The story of mass migrations (voluntary and forced) is hardly a new 
feature of human history. But when it juxtaposed with the rapid flow of 
mass-mediated images, scripts, and sensations, we have a new order of 
instability in the production of modern subjectivities. As Turkish guest 
workers in Germany watch Turkish films in their German flats we see 
moving images meet deterritorialized viewers. These create diasporic 
public spheres, phenomena that confound theories that depend on the 
continued salience of the nation-state as the key arbiter of important social 
changes” (Appadurai 2000, 4).  

This “rapid flow of mass-mediated images, scripts and 
sensations”(Appadurai 2000) create the deterritorialization within the new 
order of anthropological instability. The parallel diasporas engender 
multiple cultural “contact zone”, term derived from Mary Louise Pratt’s 
Imperial Eyes (Pratt 2007), adapted from sociolinguistics, from the notion of 
contact languages (e.g. pidgins and creoles which emerge in specific 
historical conjunctures). These are the perspectives that do not see or read 
or feel the cultural contact taking place on the political borders, or within 
those borders, as one form that progressively, sometimes violently, is 
replacing another form of culture. These perspectives focus on the relational 
ensembles sustained through the processes of cultural borrowing, that is to 
say the cultural appropriation, and translation which are once again 
multidirectional processes, as stated by James Clifford (Clifford 2003). In the 
rapid exchange of meanings the question we raise is how the loss can occur 
in a space that we do not behold, in a space where we do not belong? How 
can we lose what we do not possess, or something that romantically gazes 
our reality? Yet, can we inhabit the mobility and embrace the border as a 
fertile and a fermenting field of production and therefore as a field of 
homeness? Can something that has been lost become the engine and the 
measure of our artistic nomadic creation? Among such a critical matters 
related to the idea of loss is surely what is called the mono-cultural identity 
construction where the idea of loss is replaced by the dynamic, centrifugal 
concept of search, in societies where the global tendency is aiming at 
construction of both processes of loss and gain. As repeated several times in 
this dissertation, such totalitarian tendency of mono-superior culture has 
been infinitely abused as an excuse of false outrageous tolerance and mutual 
hygienic cooperation and without any doubt pushed into the limit-boundary 
of empty theories of appropriation of the past and refusal of the idea that 
mobility does change the identity on solid basis.  
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These strategies of the mobility performing the refusal (intimate and 

artistic) of the domestication and the single-culture affiliation and the 
impact flooding from the global border reconfigurations, represent the risk 
of incorporating manipulations with the traditional concept of culture, 
which despite all studies that have been carried on, still contains rather 
ambiguous conceptual content. This means that it results very difficult to 
negotiate the complex cultural meaning in the ever shifting mobile societies 
where immigrants do not always perform the complex culture of origin but 
they learn to perform some negotiable cultures, the imposed acculturated 
habits, and therefore they tend to be able to appropriate the translation of 
cultural performances and practices. Whilst, on the other side, the cultures 
of reception are not only hostile but often hospitality is replaced by irregular 
cultural shifts and unknown liminal drifts; and this comes into practice on 
the border zones.  

This representation of the strongly fragmented, uncontrollable and 
violent former space of Yugoslavia was not always the most authentic and 
therefore the tendency to incorporate these spatial mutations and cultural 
negotiations under a generic definition of those very much cherished 
concepts of multiculturalism, is always a huge risk, because it neglects the 
uncertain and, therefore, the over-productive outcome and effect of the 
mobility and of the human condition inhabited within the mobility. Secondly, 
it is a huge risk because, the manipulation of the word culture occurs each 
time when there is a need of justification of the minority relocation 
strategies, of the immigrant management strategies, of the different people 
intruders, and the socially excluded people. Thus, following this path, I argue 
the empirical understanding of the culture undergoes sophisticated 
evidences of translation of behaviour, of mobility and of mis-communication. 
It is precisely the mis-communication that proves that it is not as simple as 
calling only cultural those processes where the liminal negotiation between 
space and nomadic artistic lives are at stake. The cultural clashes 
demonstrate the impossible negotiation: in such case, inhabiting the 
mobility is a solution of the unsolved, woven or strained identification, a 
possible rescue or remedy against those sedentary fixed cultural meanings, 
which are imposing our daily practices and our everyday lives in the 
shrinking frames of the globalization.  

In fact, inhabiting the borders turns out to be an answer and a solution 
against sedentary practices occurred as a negative effect from the 
globalization. In this sense, and as Augé (Augé 2009) puts it, we shall say 
that the contemporary thought is caught up in a trap by speed which 
paralyses the idea that the mobility should be conceived within the space 
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and should not be therefore understood within the time. Actually, according 
to him, the contemporary thought betrays its instability in the space itself, 
by misunderstanding the spatial implications. There is an urgent need to 
understand that the co-existing world we inhabit continues to raise and 
build awkward spatial reconfigurations, such as borders or even better 
boundaries, where the boundary is somewhat natural, abstract and mental, 
despite the fact that such spatial reconsiderations have been always an 
active principle of violent confrontations. Hence, we are living in times of 
shifting soils and cultural sand-landmarks and genetically modified mobility. 
Therefore, facing the emergence of one human world, we immediately pull 
ourselves to organise it, and by doing so, we find a shelter in the old spatial 
divisions such as borders, frontiers, cultures and identities, which have been 
up until now an active ferment of conflicts, confrontations and violence and 
“(…) everything is evolving like if, captured in a Pascalian vertigo, one part of 
the humanity was afraid of the conquests made on her behalf and is trying to 
find a shelter in the old cosmologies” (Augé 2009, 88). 2  

 
 
3. Problem solution  
The liquid concept of inhabiting the mobility, of the foreigness and the 
interconnectedness on planetary level of all social-economical turns and 
shifts, induces the narration towards one global meaning or rather 
translating signification of the border as a living space, as a space where 
things begin to happen, where things occur and begin their presencing, 
where events evolve tout court: the border seen as the core center of the 
happening, rather than as a periphery. (This postulate first implies the 
question of what does it means to inhabit the border and then tackles the 
question of what it means to dwell within the mobility from artistic point of 
view. In this context I have mentioned previously the artistic example of 
Marina Abramovic, or even the more specific exiled Bosnian artist, Selja 
Kameric, currently based in Berlin, who has been imprisoned for having 

                                                                 
2 In my translation from French : “Devant l’émergence d’un monde humain 
consciemment coextensif à la planète tout entière, tous se passe comme si nous 
reculions devant la nécessité de l’organiser, en nous réfugiant derrière les vieilles 
divisions spatiales (frontières, cultures, identités) qui jusqu’à présent ont toujours 
été les ferment actif des affrontements et des violences. (…) tout se passe comme si, 
saisie d’un vertige pascalien, une partie de l’humanité s’effrayait des conquêtes 
faites en son nom et se réfugiait dans les antiques cosmologies.”  (Augé 2009, 88). 
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walked the divided city of Nicosia for artistic purposes and the Serbian artist 
Tanja Ostojic, also based in Berlin, who has illegaly crossed the Schengen 
border where the non-registered border crossing was deployed as border-
artwork performance). To think of the border as a center instead of a 
margin, instead of an edge brings us again to the Augean concept of non-lieu, 
which, even though refers mainly to places, becomes here particularly 
relevant in terms of understanding the entity, the displaced subject that has 
become a moving non-space, where moving-non-space or a space-in-motion 
resides within the essence of the nomadic human condition. Impregnated 
with emblems of not knowing and not having, the nomadic artist (here being 
a wanderer artist or undergoing a self-chosen exile becomes a question of 
choice) has to envision various spatial reconfigurations of the cultural 
complexity of the mobility and to question perpetually the nomadic 
aesthetics.  

The new migrating model of the global artist/citizen belonging elsewhere 
and nowhere and which refuse to belong to one border-shaped space, is 
truly the challenge of the reading I propose to make. The cultural emblems 
and contents that these deterritorialized trans-border citizens perform are 
the truthful imprints of the liminal definition of space impregnated with 
culture. In fact, for the former Yugoslavian artists (it is definitely what they 
do behold in common) to inhabit the mobility means to share meanings 
which are continuously modified and modifiable, which are unifying and 
differentiating meanings. That implies the dissemination of some semantic 
cultural clusters all along and all across borders and the creation of multiple 
(almost tribal, artistic) experience of non-belonging, performing artistically 
the refusal to belong to one space shaped politically and culturally in an 
artificial way. I use the word refusal because it becomes a clear consequence 
of the strategies of inhabiting the mobility - not yet the symptom - and will 
become, later on, a refusal of domestication. This refusal of domestication is 
performed as an itinerant practice of taking, sharing, disseminating and 
artistically producing the home within. I argue, in fact, the practice of a take-
away-home or of a home-to-go status that I shall elaborate later on. The 
symptom is the condition, if we can say so, of the uprootedness. This fashion 
of reading the displaced subject engenders some interstice-web of meanings 
and some complex charts of inter-waiving the invading concept of hybrid 
cultures.  

The understating of the category of mobile human non-spaces as a reason 
to inhabit the borderness, which is a core spatial quality of the mobility, and 
which strengthens the human capacity of negotiation, is very well depicted 
by Balibar. According to him, the understanding of the migrant and the 
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immigrant nowadays combines some paradoxes: the migrating categories 
and paths represent at the same time categories of unifying and 
differentiating elements of culture, given the fact that they assimilate a very 
special type and situation of inhabitants, of so called border “population”, 
Balibar says (Balibar and Wallerstein 2007). In such situation, according to 
Balibar (Balibar and Wallerstein 2007), we have to read the heterogeneity 
issued from the various geographical belonging, we have to ponder on the 
intimate stories of interferences of entry and exit of another territory, 
another national territory, and to consider the juridical status of often 
unknown origin (like in the case of the shattered Yugoslavia). This category 
of “immigrant”, also called by Balibar “an amalgam” (Balibar and Wallerstein 
2007), combines economical, societal, political, ethnic emblems of belonging 
and undergoes different interpretation of the human factor of foreigner. But 
Balibar however does not limit such reading to all foreigners or to no-one-
else but the foreigners; he actually focuses “(…) on category that allows 
precisely to split the apparently neutral group of foreigners (…): one 
Portuguese will be more seen as in immigrant than one Spanish (in Paris), 
but less than the Arab or the Black; an Englishman or a German will be 
certainly not considered as foreigners; a Greek maybe; a Spanish and a 
Moroccan worker will be seen as “immigrants” but a Spanish or an Algerian 
businessmen certainly not” (Balibar and Wallerstein 2007, 294-295).3 This 
con-fusion and this mobility of different criteria of spatial occupation and 
inhabitation, recalling the heterogeneous human situation of social and 
economic fragility (in Balibar quote referring mainly to economic and 
political categories of immigrants) and, to a larger extent, to the heterotopia 
composed within those cultural semantically dense border zones, or border-
war zones, boats and airports zones, almost all strongly influencing the 
human behavior when in a position of shift, of displacement, of nomadic 
dwelling in an undetermined spaces. This is the reason why the term 
inhabiting the mobility covers a poly-semantic field of meaning.  

In fact, I propose the human dwelling within the mobility, precisely the 
wandering as a very special and hybrid manner (and tool) of the mobility. 

                                                                 
3 “En fait c’est une catégorie qui permet précisément de cliver l’ensemble 
apparemment « neutre » des étrangers, non sans équivoques bien entendu : un 
Portugais sera plus « immigré » qu’un Espagnol (à Paris), moins qu’un Arabe ou un 
Noir ; un Anglais ou un Allemand ne le seront certainement pas ; un Grec, peut-être ; 
un ouvrier espagnol, a fortiori un ouvrier marocain seront « immigrés », mais un 
capitaliste espagnol, voire un capitaliste algérien, ne le seront pas.” (Balibar and 
Wallerstein 2007, 294-295). 
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This chapter proposes a reflection of the experiences of the particular form 
of mobility. The wandering is seen as an alternative that allows the 
liberation throughout the passage of all of the kinds of borders, containing 
and meaning real, social, mental and moral boundaries, which are always 
subject to displacement, disruption, discrepancy and discontinuity. This 
behavior has not been much analysed so far, but it will be, hopefully, given 
that it defines and changes the frame of social relations. Our civilization, 
very sedentary, is also being continuously affected by these argued daily 
practices of wandering and of this microscopic imaginary form of nomadism.  

In short, this discontinuous situation of the millions of emigrants have 
divested the region of significance. This explains how the cultural hybridity 
moves along with the interstice space of the in-between belonging. But the 
term of “in-between” is not anymore authentic and true, because it imposes 
dual, bi-polar fields of negotiating and sharing culture, whereas the 
displaced subjects dwell in multiple spaces and the “in-between” definition 
of belonging does not suffice anymore. The global ordering versus the local 
bordering implies a very particular model of self-construction, of self-
identification in the semantic web-field of cultural interstice, which is 
multidimensional: there the capitalism survives and the mediatized societies 
have their own impact. The displaced subject caught in an atmosphere of 
multiple-in-between complex and multidimensional spaces, is no longer the 
same yet no longer leaves the same traces; they inhabit the self-realization 
and the self-launching within those above mentioned spaces from various 
aspects. The mobile subjects lives are not narrow, nor regular, their habits 
shift from one interstice to another, their beliefs are continuously 
negotiated, their nationally and ethnically definitions are perpetually 
reproduced. And it is very important to understand this expression of self-
realization in order to understand what Caren Kaplan calls the “politics of 
collocation” (Kaplan 1996), which reveals the negotiating complex of geo-
culture and geo-politics.  

Focusing again on the artists expatriated after and during the former 
Yugoslavian war, this chapter’s proposal is to put particular attention, 
therefore, on this model of wanderer because the wandering itself, the 
roving, the roaming around, the vagrancy tend to create a path, a chart, a 
map, which is, in a nutshell, empirical culture cross-stitched with 
discrepancies, discontinuities and displacements. And this is one more 
reason to read the human existence in this perspective of discontinuity and 
displacement. To the sedentary life and to the belonging, to the nationalistic 
and ethnical identification and to the political and societal affiliation, the 
vagrant, the itinerant, the wanderer and the nomad propose and oppose the 
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dispersive and disconnected mobility. Actually, this is the new form of 
migrant: the border dweller, the physical incarnation of the non-lieu, the 
complete detachment of emotions determined by any border, any 
attachment to national venue, the condition of sentimental Weltschmerz 
despite the burden of the world capitalization.  

Serge Dufoulon and Maria Roštekova (Dufoulon and Roštekova 2011) put 
it well, when depicting the two essential categories of human displacements: 
mobility versus migration. According to them, the mobility implies positive 
personal experiences of integration, security, well-being, constructive 
accumulation of knowledge and cultural denotations, prestigious possibility 
of return back home, of symbolical exchange, fostering personal experiences 
with intellectual travels and positive social advantages, while the migration 
does not imply any idea of return, but rather uncertainty and lack of comfort 
both linguistic and economical, loss of cultural landmarks and points of 
attachment, loss of origins, acculturation, dissolution within the receiving 
culture, risk of psychological degradation, negative social image, decreasing 
societal belonging. The category of people, I have decided to focus on, the 
nomadic expatriated artists following the outbreaks of the Yugoslavian wars, 
demonstrate, however, a somewhat different classification than the two 
above stated: they incorporate both the mobility and the migration; both the 
eternal return and the loss of home, the possibility to liaise the precedent 
culture and refusal to engender the culture of origin. They have proven that 
there is no such a thing like a definition of human displacements and that 
even the deterritorialization performed by the nomadic does not suffice to 
experiment and delimit what they are looking for. The mobile artistic 
experiences of these artists proved that we cannot longer think in dual and 
polar terms, when reading the human displacement, regardless whether it is 
mobility or migration. The unavoidable emotional interference of the 
nomadic and the waived vagrant quality of living makes out of these border 
inhabitants, truthful dwellers of the mobility, an authentic incarnation of the 
non-lieu, where the non-lieu is no longer a non-definitive space, a culturally 
not affiliated space, but a person, an artist, a writer, a photographer, a poet, 
which wanders carrying the home within. The artists I have worked with, 
applying semi-structured interviews and social-qualitative methods, proved 
that being a nomad does not necessarily mean moving, yet it is a stable being 
within a motion. They hold that wandering space, they incorporate the non-
space and they fuse the dual categories of mobility versus migration: that is 
to say they inhabit both the negative and the positive experiences of the 
displacement, they support well the acculturation but they disseminate also 
well the cultural affiliations all along their journeys; they inhabit that inner 
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space still. The message derives always from somewhat spatial turbulences 
of the senses, the feelings and the perception. When we see what these 
artists do, we are drifted and shifted into a shimmering space, into a liminal 
space of our body cells, fighting the sharp definition of a landscape where we 
are dwelling mathematically and gaining weight and power of travelling 
knowledge. Moving from inertia to itinerancy, we no longer belong to a fix 
meaning of a space, but we are culturally changed. Such passages signify the 
cultural evolution all along the mobility. Not our eyes, but our body reacts 
just like the skin cells hurt and regenerate after being burned. This nomadic 
art continuously pushes us into uncertain feelings: it is when we are excited 
we actually are on the move towards a higher tension. This could be named 
as a nomadic pulsation in the migrating art. In this sense, Deleuze says: “the 
primary determination of the nomad is that he occupies and holds a smooth 
space: it is this aspect that determines him as nomad (essence)” (Deleuze 
and Guattari 1986, 101). The narrowing and designing of “global-scapes” 
(Appadurai 2000) and the trajectory, the path, the motion per se, is what 
makes the nomads “vectors of deterritorialization” (Deleuze and Guattari 
1986). However, the inner communication between these categories of 
displaced itinerant subjects is the repercussion of the new concepts in the 
geopolitics. Having said this, I tried to stress out the attachment that nomads 
have to the mobile territory, to the liminal boundary of a space and to the 
perpetual apolitical border, on one side, and on the other side their relation 
and dialogue with a homeland, in their cases with the ever changing no 
man’s land.  

The former Yugoslavian expatriated Serbian-Jewish writer David 
Albahari in his short story Immigrant inspired from the Serbian diaspora in 
Canada, writes: “Everybody is walking in an invisible diving suit: the body 
exists in order not to become another body, the border exists in order not to 
be crossed, the loneliness is a fashion of life and not a form of rebellion” 
(Albahari 2008, 122). During our interview in Zemun in 2011, I asked him 
how he feels when crossing the borders and he told me: “When I travel 
across Europe I feel the borders even if they do not exist. But when I cross 
the borders of the Ex-Yugoslavian countries even though the political 
borders exist I do not feel them”. Even though the spaces defined by the 
untouchable and sharp borders are not communicating, but Albahari is 
playing with this definition, witnessing the longing for a never reaching 
space is stronger than ever. I notice in his essays the removal or the 
displacement of subject out of their border, creates new boundaries, which 
transcend the political border, are interstice in motion, nomadic 
displacement of dynamic culture-in-making, relative reference, expatriation 
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at its minimalism, open talk, desire of exit, refusal of a globalization of a 
culture, will to perceive things and homeland from a phenomenological 
distance, drifted by continuous rupture of created fix meanings, 
acknowledging lived cultures, undergoing the control and the supervision of 
the movement and circulation, reshaping the space of the boundary and the 
virtuous nostalgia of a space.  

The notion of diaspora in Albahari essays is outsourcing several 
interpretations; as Luc Cambrézy puts it, this can be, at the same time, a 
synonym of a dispersion or even of a dilution, because the diaspora consists 
of time and motion, it is made out of non-spaces and borders; “(…) the 
diaspora designs and qualifies the movement more than the population 
itself. However the diaspora – mostly those which, charged with history, 
participate at the identitarian creation – signify the communion and the 
solidarity born within the exile and the detachment of the country of origin” 
(Cambrézy 2001, 137).4 This shows to what extent the core quality of the so 
cherished concept of identity becomes provisional and somewhat 
temporary: this could be called a travelling identity, a nomadic source of 
being. The lived experiences of diaspora, mobility and migration translated 
in the work of these artists entail feelings of home deficiency, lack of border 
stability, shortage of security, absence of powerful national belonging, empty 
space, gap, perhaps even a failure performed as loneliness. To a certain level, 
this deduction shows that the invading power of globalization can make out 
of the human kind, from one moment to another, a fully displaced subject, an 
uncertain border dweller, homeless craftsmen, a vagrant, a tramp, a 
vagabond roaming through the interstice of the global spatial (b)ordering 
regimes.  
 
 

4. Methodology  
I relied on social qualitative methodology for the purpose of my research 
and I have deployed several semi-structured interviews with intellectuals, 
artists, writers and journalists inhabiting Istria. Drawing on Maria the binary 
notions of Balkanization versus Europeanization, this chapter will transpose 
some parts of the interview that I have carried out with the Chief Editor of 

                                                                 
4 “La diaspora désigne et qualifie alors le mouvement plus que la population elle-
même. Mais les diasporas – surtout celle qui, chargées d’histoire, participent de 
fondement identitaire – signifient le regroupement et la solidarité nés dans l’exil et 
l’éloignement de la terre originelle.” (Cambrézy 2001, 137). 
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information redaction at Radio Capodistria, Dr. Stefano Lusa (Ph.D. holder in 
history from the University of Torino on the dissolution of power, the 
Slovenian communist party and the democratization of the Slovenian 
Republic). With the goal of discussing the understanding of the frontier in a 
real frontier zone, Istria, we arranged to meet in Capodistria or Koper and 
tackle some aspects of the border production and border dissemination in 
this part of former Yugoslavia. It was very important to discuss these issues 
with a journalist who comprises theoretical and field notions of this topic. 
When asked how he feels inhabiting the border between Slovenia, Croatia 
and Italy, Lusa referred to the text The conquest of America by Tzvetan 
Todorov and The Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or to Succeed by Jared 
Dimond, undertaking the concept of cultural interaction which is an implicit 
quality of the frontier. He reckons borders are everywhere but the crucial 
question is whether we are disposed to cross them culturally. He identifies 
himself as a cultural product of the place he dwells in and the places he 
inhabited. If we think further to what this may mean, then we will announce 
what will be concluded in this dissertation: the liminality of the border 
transit and the transboundary transport. But the sense of non-belonging and 
non-affiliation is strong: nobody feels really at home, Lusa says. The 
perpetual feelings of homelessness are present all along the way and the 
feeling of strangeness is the inner part of the notion of home. 
Notwithstanding, the alienation, or the organic process of becoming a 
stranger of its own kind is not supposed to be traumatic because the 
foreignness gives a wider possibility to dwell in multiple cultures and to 
produce cultural codes that did not exist on this or on the other side, as they 
become gradually liminal.  

Hence, there is another border related question that we have raised and 
that is the question related to the people inhabiting the border and their 
multiple identities: Lusa says that such multiple identities were not such a 
problem as long as the question of affiliation and self-definition was not 
posed. A very interesting point is when he defines the former Yugoslavian 
census as a sort of plebiscites, where one was obliged to define oneself and 
one's political belonging in a very rough fashion. According to Stefano, this 
was a pretty cruel practice because for the children coming from mixed 
marriages, the answer to this question was as though they cherished the 
mother or the father better. This hybrid culture has even gone too far by 
producing in the ’80s the so called Istria identity. (And this will also be 
raised by Slavenka Drakulic, where she quotes the cases of the census where 
people inhabiting Istria declare themselves as Istrians rather than Croats or 
Slovenians or Italians.). Here, Lusa refers to Eric Hobsbawm's notion of the 
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invention of the tradition (Hobsbawm 2012) and his text Nations and 
Nationalisms since 1780: Programme, Myth, Reality in which schema was 
followed in the strategies of “cementation” of multiple cultural repeals in 
that region, which here happens to act as an example of cultural liminality. 
We perceive this liminality in the common dialects and sayings, the common 
habits and culinary products, the daily transit across “borders” and the small 
commercial activities back and forth over the borders. For Lusa, the Istria 
border inhabitant is a produce of three cultures: the Croatian, the Slovenian 
and the Italian, and this border cultural phenomenon that at first glance 
seems to glorify and exalt cultural hybridization, in fact excludes the 
nomenclature of Istrian because it builds further borders between them 
(Istria inhabitants) and the others. What happens in everyday practice is the 
Italian, the Slovenian or the Croatian affiliation does not suffice to be Istrian 
because if someone coming from Rome or Ljubljana comes over, they are 
perceived as outsiders, as intruders, as people which are both part of “our 
people”, not our Volk. In a nutshell, Lusa points out, this phenomenon is 
typical for the exaltation of small regional lands and homelands. But what 
happens with the cultural self-definition within several cultures? Lusa 
argues cultural dimension is issued from the places and the cultures we have 
inhabited, interacted with, and which have imprinted our migration paths. 
The cultural imprints and influences from the spaces we inhabit are 
unavoidable. For this he refers to an example with some friends from Istria 
that have lived for 40 years in the Netherlands. Their dream was to return 
back to Croatia after the retreat. But when they did return to Croatia, after 
only few months there, they decided to go back to the Netherlands. What has 
happened, in fact, is the classical acculturation case where these people turn 
out to be more Dutch than Croats, even though they never wanted to apply 
for Dutch citizenship. They continued living their lives between Croatia and 
the Netherlands.  

This perpetual reinvention of the tradition and restitution of the past 
cannot be analyzed regardless of the Yugoslavian crisis. The desire and the 
nostalgia for a local, regional identity could be interpreted as a surrogate, 
which does not exclude the global frame of the falling confederation. Lusa 
argues that there is no pure culture and the border inhabitant’s identity is a 
proof to that. The local, minimal, interstice obsession with identification is 
due to the fact, Lusa says, that such regions have not contributed to the 
global cultural fluxes and therefore feel the urgent need to cast a forged 
tradition and identification.  

We were discussing the impact of the dissolution of former Yugoslavia 
and the political factor implemented in people’s lives and Lusa pointed out a 
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very sharp statement that actually Yugoslavia is a live cultural entity and 
lives abroad throughout the emigrated former citizens (for this we shall 
focus on the expatriated artists' testimonials). Thereto, for this purpose, 
Lusa refers to the research carried out by Mitja Velikonja arguing 
immigrants from the former Yugoslavian republics that think of their 
country, their nation from abroad and think of such nationhood and 
belonging with a certain nostalgia. From here, I shall deduce my concept of 
nostalgia for a space, non-space or concrete space. This comes into practice 
especially when abroad, from somewhat marginal or central spaces, say 
from Berlin, Paris, Milan or London, these immigrants, or the later, 
expatriated former Yugoslavian artists in Berlin, Salt Lake City, Nicaragua, 
Vienna, or Calgary, are affected by the former space, or as Lusa says, they 
feel a certain commonality and community-shared-feelings with other 
immigrants or former Yugoslavian people dwelling there. In this pattern, the 
conversations taking place usually between these people, are culturally 
impregnated with topics and habits formerly established as practices based 
on common living and common culture inhabiting the politically non-
existing spaces: the Yugoslav ones; hence, such topics emerge from the 
nostalgia of the culinary feelings inspired by the famous chocolate factory in 
Zagreb, namely Krash, or by the Slovenian fruit juice factory Fruktal, or 
common products like the chocolate cream called Eurokrem or the 
Yugoslavian toothpaste Kaladont and other specialties which gather 
together the former Yugoslavian immigrants all over Europe (the Serbian 
migrating artist, based in Berlin, Tanja Ostojic will be delivering an artistic 
politically critical performance on the Slovenian motorbike factory Tomos.) 
This, according to Stefano Lusa, could be translated into the cultural content 
or notion of the object, of the material, of the trivial day-to-day practices that 
have their origin in the politically non-existing space of former Yugoslavia, 
and which is somewhat a continuous capturing of a non-existing, virtual, 
simulated, fetishist, and intimate common world. This would be a synonym 
of an old, dying world, which still exists but through different economical 
optics in another political dimension, and this nostalgia of that shifting 
space, according to Lusa, has no raison d’être for todays' youngsters who 
have nothing to share within that common, nostalgic, intimate, interstice-
space which is shifting like a live sand, like a rock, slowly but surely 
devastated by the water of time. For those youngsters (born after 1985), 
those values have no semantic field of cultural meaning because they do not 
share the common community memories and they do not even speak the 
formerly official language of the Yugoslavian federation, the so called Serb-
Croat language (today linguistically modified and split into Serbian, 
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Croatian, Bosnian and Montenegrin), and which was at that time the lingua 
franca of the Yugoslavian Federation.  

Arguing whether the Balkans are a geographical or a political notion, and 
the de-Balkanization strategies at stake, Lusa says that it is a very mobile, 
liminal concept in the sense that for the Germans, the Balkans begin in 
Vienna, while for the Austrians, the Balkans begin in Ljubljana and so on and 
so forth. But what is very appealing to focus on is the exact daily practices 
we focused on above; now, the strategies of de-Balkanization are taking 
place via architecture and ski (the sport?): Slovenians throughout ski and 
the architectonical platform projected by Joze Plecnik, the architect who has 
redesigned Prague, reveal their mittleuropean belonging, leaving the Balkan 
affiliation far behind. The same applies to people on southern zones of 
Slovenia: Istria, other parts of Croatia and it means that the political sense of 
the Balkans does not exist there anymore but the central European imprint 
is going fervidly and is important economically. According to Lusa, the 
process consists of moving Slovenia away from former Yugoslavia and 
bringing it into another sphere, a more “mittel-europea” zone of belonging. 
In this, Lusa reckons the political dimension and reason of the Balkans, 
rather than the geographical one and he refers to Maria Todorova, stating 
that more Balkan people are getting europeanized, more they are getting 
balkanized. This means on a smaller scale what the Croatian journalist, 
Slavenka Drakulic, said during the interview that to her understanding it is 
unclear why separated and unplugged from one big Federation, the former 
Yugoslavian republics wishes to join a bigger union, which has similar traces 
to the former one. On a bigger scale, Stefano Lusa, says, that as a 
consequence of the infiltration of the great ideas of nationhood and 
ethnically cleansed zones, the Balkan area is becoming as fervid as before, 
one huge heated melting pot.   

The case of Yugoslavia, even today, still tackles the question if there has 
been any shift in the understandings of borders in the Balkans. There is still 
deep trauma and beliefs that the borders have always been artificially drawn 
in accordance to the Great Powers’ interests on a green table, disregarding 
natural interests of the living people. The Balkan people's inclination to 
think that state borders may be changeable and temporary in both political 
and historical terms ends up with the thinking that great borders of great 
nationhoods exist where what prevails is ethnicity and linguistic specificity. 
It was proven that ethnic affiliation is stronger and deeper than the 
affiliation to a certain state entity. This is the reason why I have previously 
mentioned that there is a form of interzones, interstice charts of borders in 
the minds of all the Balkan nations: on one hand, there is the established 
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political map, often thought of as a diminished map which is internationally 
and politically unjust for the nation, and on the other hand, there is the 
nationhood entailed in another historical map, which is smoothly cherished 
and intimate. 
 
 

5. Conclusion  
To conclude, I would refer to a reading of Leo Strauss' (Strauss 1978) 
announcement of anti-globalization claiming that there is no acceptance of 
human groups of human beings that can rule humanity as a whole; we could 
apply the theory that the UN has failed their fundamental mission, that is to 
say to prevent war in the case of Yugoslavia. Global citizenship is impossible 
as it is hard to believe that there is a unique value and entity of instant 
democracy that can be imposed by force. The perversion of invasion abuses 
global concepts but in a nutshell engenders fear and dispersion; mankind 
categories deals with exclusivity, like Strauss appoints (Strauss 1978), and 
not with generalities. As an answer to Badinter’s plan for peace in former 
Yugoslavia, I would again transfer Bauman (Bauman 2011) saying that there 
are not and cannot be local solutions to global problems and there are no 
global solutions to local problems either. At the end, we can think of the 
conflict, the revival of the war machine as a generator of the nomadic, and 
the regeneration and reconstitution of spatial potential, where smooth space 
means heterogeneous space composed of qualitative multiplicity and 
striated space homogeneous space of quantitative multiplicity. If space 
contains the memory, the sentimental, the mindful, and if that manifold 
memory is contained somewhere in the border crossing artwork, and if that 
memory is not forgiven, then the corollary would be the fact that the inner 
sense of alienation produced by the dissolving generation of borders brings 
nothing but a pathological loss of home (and, perhaps, the language.) 

To put it in Bauman terms we are living in consuming, consumed and 
consummation liquid societies, which implies fictional market relationships 
(read instable, uncertain, liminal, fluid) and makes us being at the same time 
consumers and products (Bauman 2011). Even the border and the border 
artist risk becoming products. Even the consummation of our humanities 
and personal relations is elaborated through a cycle of use and abuse and 
through away capitalistic system of consumption. In a nutshell, the idea of 
quicksand (Bauman 2006) or mobile sand or alive sand is a metaphor of the 
contemporary displaced persons (with no invasive fatherlands cultures) 
expulsed and obliged to a specific form of exile. The non-space, the no-where 
place, the any-where zones are perceived as sort of purgatory, cleaning 
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areas which divides but mixes border plots of land in some sort of cultural 
synergy trembling within the emotions of space and by doing so the new-
comers of the diaspora or the constant mobile artists are continuously 
shifted away from the actual belonging, removed from the previous 
affiliation and shown up as specimen for trans-frontier citizenship. In such a 
human condition, the dual bipartition between inclusion and exclusion does 
not match well the artistic realisation where the political factor cannot be 
turn off. This is why the nomadic art of these artists is a political critique and 
relevant in geopolitical sense: they are deprived of their fundamental 
political affiliation. The dissolved border zones of Yugoslavia made a certain 
impact on their lives and on their art-craft, notwithstanding they 
disseminate specific (nomadic) form of belonging, which is the foreigness 
(or more precisely the homelessness). 

It is no longer the mobility of the intellectual elite, like Dufoulon states 
(Dufoulon and Rostekova 2011), but the migrating path of the politically 
expelled, expatriated, exiled and self-exiled artists turning into new fashion 
of living: it is what I call border inhabiting lives, and under border 
inhabitants I understand the migratory path undertaken by the interviewed 
former Yugoslavian artists. In a way, we could consider that the border and 
their qualities are not calculable or predictable, because they are surprising 
and emerging within the art and the writings; the cultural definitions and 
interpretations issued from borders, the emotional liaison with the cultural 
encounters are evolving at the outskirts and shrinking margins of border 
spaces. The condition of the expatriated artist unglues fixed meaning, and 
therefore fixed attachments to a territory: the vagrancy makes their 
condition a specific form of humanity. They absorb circumstantial 
consequences of mobility, both in form of a political migration and of an 
artistic nomadism. This capacity to engender the border inhabitation and 
the non-space mobility is what fosters their capacity to evolve culturally, to 
mutate culturally and to challenge the anthropology of the first globalization 
in the modern era. That is to say that the place they behold (or obsess), and 
the mobility they inhabit lies far ahead; in their outline, in their nomadic 
landscape (even though they never assume to be nomadic), the shifting 
landmarks are very clear and distinct in their adumbration within the 
border-scape. The migrating former Yugoslavian artists with their 
interactive border-work performances, have offered the meaning of the 
border as something re-defining, re-refined, as something not-definitive, 
rough, crude, brutal, but because of that and not less vital, authentic and 
perfect. With their own personal examples of self-launched artists across 
border spaces, they proved that the home is shifting, the border is not a 
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guarantee of safety but a carnival of desire, fervid life styles and 
productivity, and that nothing, no space is certain anymore. 
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Abstract: The paper will present the attitudes taken by the students toward 
social changes and their activism. The research comprised students from three 
regional university centers: Veliko Tarnovo (Bulgaria), Niš (Serbia) and Bitola 
(Macedonia). All the three societies are facing the problems of “burdensome 
transformation”: social problems and problems of functioning of democracy. 
Students’ opinions about whether the society they live in should change and 
how the changes are to be realized, as well as their political and civic activism 
(participation in institutional politics, involvement in ‘protest politics’ and 
civic engagement) has been examined. 
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1. Introduction  
Social changes are connected with young people. Throughout history, the 
young have been telling participants of historical changes; with their specific 
subculture (new values and forms of behavior) they change the society 
(juventisation of society) (Mitev and Kovacheva 2014, 16). Historically 
speaking, there were times of intense youth activism as there were others 
characterized by youth passivity. Likewise, there exist different opinions as 
to whether the contemporary trend of citizens’ withdrawal from political 
activism is still more prominent when it comes to the young or, on the 
contrary, it is merely the issue of different kinds of activity. That is why the 
researcher’s attention is focused upon describing and explaining „how 
young people are involved in activities directed at influencing social change” 
(Chisholm and Kovacheva 2002, 34). 

In the postsocialist societies, transition from youth to adulthood is taking 
place in a society which is in itself undergoing the process of transformation 
– transition into adulthood and transition into capitalism, biography and 
history are overlapping (Ilišin 2008а, 224; Mihailović 2004, 26) which 
increases the risk that young people are exposed to. The unfavorable 
position of the young in these societies is manifested in prolonged 
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dependence upon parents, high unemployment rates, sense of lacking 
perspective and political apathy. 

Among the young, a special place is taken by students. They are an „elite“ 
within their own generation as its best educated part; they are to give a 
shape to the social development in future. As young people engaged in a 
demanding process of professional education they symbolically have a 
special place in the society. The students are „socially the most competent 
subgroup of the young whose social conditions of growing up and 
maturation are more favorable, worldview more liberal, interests more 
comprehensive while their everyday life, especially when it comes to the 
sphere of leisure, more active“ (Ilišin 2008a, 228). They have much more 
favorable opportunities for social engagement since they have an access to 
student organizations at universities as well as other organizations in larger 
urban centers where universities are mostly located. The conditions for 
mobilizations for extra-institutional activities are likewise more favorable 
for students than other categories of youth. The last but not less important 
point is that their activities more easily attract public attention and support. 
Comparing to other young people, students are politically more profiled, 
with a more prominent critical attitude toward reality along with greater 
readiness for political participation (Ilišin 2008, 313). The subjects of 
student activism can be the issues more immediately related to their 
interests (such as the state of academic education, material position of 
students) or problems of a wider social and political importance for the 
whole society. 

The paper is concerned with the attitudes of the students from three 
Balkan countries (Serbia, Macedonia and Bulgaria) about social changes and 
their civic activism. All the three societies are facing the problems of 
“burdensome transformation”: social problems (slow economic 
development, low living standard, unemployment of young people, delays in 
starting a family, prolonged economic dependence, emigration of young and 
educated population) and problems of functioning of democracy. The 
research shows that the largest democratic deficit (the disparities between 
democratic aspirations of citizens and performance of governance) is 
evident among the postcommunist states in Central and Eastern Europe, 
including Bulgaria and Serbia (Norris 2011).  

Several questions can be posed regarding political and civic involvement 
of young people, including students. If young educated people are 
dissatisfied with economic and political situation in their country, as well as 
with their own status and perspectives, do they choose voice or exit? Do 
they try to involve in collective activities aiming at the improvement of the 
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situation in their society or they use individual strategies for coping with 
problems (including withdrawal into private sphere or emigration)? Are 
students interested in the social and political problems of their society, even 
when these problems are not directly connected with their status?  

The research question that the paper addresses is: are the attitudes 
toward the need to change the society reflected in concrete activities of 
students. To do so, we examine students’ attitude toward the need to change 
the society and the level of their involvement in different modes of social 
activism: institutional politics, ‘protest politics’, and  civic engagement.  

The population covered by the samples for most surveys conducted in 
Bulgaria, Macedonia and Serbia includes all young people. Our survey 
provides an insight in attitudes and activities of a specific group of young 
people: students from regional university centers. It has already been 
pointed out the specifics of the student population and its capacity for social 
engagement. But students are not a homogenous population. Locality is also 
important for civic and political engagement for two reasons: resources and 
influence upon national politics. If democratic institutions do not function 
well and civil society is not developed, students who live in smaller cities 
and study at the university of regional importance will have both less 
opportunity for organization and less motivation for engagement. These 
conditions may affect their level and mode of political and civic involvement 
as well as the issues they are engaged in.   
 

 
2. Theoretical Background and Reseach Review 
 

2.1. Theoretical Background 
The citizens' participation in the shaping up of the society they live in is 
taking place in various ways. In addition to the conventional political 
participation (voting, party membership), it also assumes various forms of 
civic activism and noninstitutional activities associated with a variety of 
social problems.  

Classical approach toward political activism refers primarily to the 
political participation. Verba, Nie and Kim (1978, 46) define political 
participation as “those legal activities by private citizens that are more or 
less directly aimed at influencing the selection of government personal 
and/or the actions they take”. Political participation encompasses electoral 
and nonelectoral behavior that aims at influencing government and excludes 
activities in other spheres (school, voluntary association) as well as 
activities which are not “within system” such as protests, riots and different 
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kinds of civil violence. The authors distinguish four modes of political 
participation, i.e. “sets of activities that differ systematically in how they 
relate individual to his government”: voting, campaign activity, communal 
activity and particularized contacting representatives (Verba, Nie and Kim 
1978, 51–54).   

Since late 1960s social and political changes have affected trust in 
politicians and government and partisan attachment as well as the modes of 
political and social activism. Profound changes have occurred in advanced / 
postindustrial society: changes in occupational structure, economic growth, 
rise of educational level of the population and the growth of a separate 
youth culture. Those developments have affected “changes in political 
understanding, in satisfaction, and in political expression” (Barnes and 
Kaase et al. 1979, 102). Conventional understandings of political and civic 
activism have also been questioned by the wave of protests. The authors of 
Political Action: Mass Participation in Five Western Democracies argue that 
direct political action and political protest in particular do not assume 
antiregime activities, but one element of an expanded repertory of political 
action. Difference is made between two forms of participation, namely, 
conventional or institutional participation (activities within established 
political institutions) and unconventional or protest politics (direct actions, 
outside institutions and confronting political elite) (Barnes and Kaase et al. 
1979). Their research finds positive relationship between conventional and 
unconventional (protest) citizen political involvement. 

The late 20th century has been characterized by contradictory trends in 
levels and modes of citizens’ engagement. On one hand, the erosion in 
conventional political participation (voting, party membership, party 
loyalties) and traditional organizations has suggested political apathy and 
disengagement of citizens. Putnam claims that decline of social capital 
affects the civic disengagement. Social capital refers to the “connections 
among individuals – social networks and the norms of reciprocity and 
trustworthiness that arise from them” (Putnam 2008, 20). According to 
Putnam, civic engagement in traditional associations and political 
participation has decline during last quarter of the 20th century and new 
forms of associations produce a different form of social capital – they tide 
people to ideas and leaders and don’t connect people to one another. These 
new forms of associations do not facilitate civic activism. 

On the other hand, development of new social movements, the increasing 
role of various new NGOs and policy advocacy networks, and the spread of 
protests and other forms of direct activities aimed to social and political 
change have been evidenced (Norris 2003). Those developments suggest 
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that we don’t witness citizen’s disengagement but the changing patterns of 
political and civic activism. The repertoires of citizen engagement have 
diversified. Norris notes that Bares and Kasse`s conceptualization is dated 
because some forms of protest activities have become a part of mainstream 
(petitions, demonstrations). She distinguishes between “citizen-oriented 
actions, relating mainly to elections and parties, and cause-oriented 
repertoires, which focus attention upon specific issues and policy concerns, 
exemplified by consumer politics (buying or boycotting certain products for 
political or ethical reasons), petitioning, demonstrations, and protests” 
(Norris 2003, 4). Several distinctive characteristics of cause-oriented 
activities are listed. Citizens use them to pursue a wide range of specific 
issues. These activities are engaged in consumer and life-style politics and 
thereby blur the difference between `social` and `political`. These activities 
are directed towards government but also to profit, non profit and public 
sector. They try to achieve social change by direct action and community 
building, by influencing governmant decisions as well as by altering life 
styles and social identities (Norris 2003). Modern agencies (new social 
movements, diverse non-governmental organizations, multinational policy 
advocacy networks) are characterized by more fluid boundaries, 
decentralized organizational structure, and possibilities of easy-entrance 
and ease-exit.   

Dalton also questions the widespread notion about the decline of political 
participation in USA. He argues that shifting from duty-based citizenship 
norms to engaged citizenship influences upon a shift of the patterns of 
participation: “away from elections and party activity, seen as 
institutionalized expression of citizen duty and towards individualized and 
direct forms of action” such as contacting, working with collective groups, 
boycotts, demonstrations (Dalton 2008, 86). Generational patterns show 
that engaged citizenship increases especially among the young and better 
educated.  

Different theoretical approaches provide explanations of cross-national 
differences in level and modes of political and civic engagement. Dalton & 
van Sickle test three approaches to protest: grievances versus resources, 
political opportunity structures, and cultural explanation. They conclude 
that “people protest because they can”: affluence, open and effective political 
institutions, and postmaterialistic (self-expressive) values encourage higher 
level of protest (Dalton and van Sickle 2005, 15, 16).  

Scholars and researches have paid special attention to the changing 
patterns of youth political and civic activism since 1960s. Contradictory 
trends in citizens’ engagement are even more profound when it comes to the 
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young: erosion of political participation, party identification and 
memberships of the young people on one hand, and the rise of social 
movements and direct political actions undertaken by youth, especially 
students. For example, Putnam (2008) claims that the decline in political 
participation and civic engagemenet has been particularly noticeable when 
it comes to young people and Chisholm and Kovacheva (2002) argue that 
“the established channels of democratic life are no longer attractive to young 
people, nor are they sufficiently open for young people’s participation on an 
equal footing with older citizens”. On the other hand, Norris concludes, 
based on the comparative research which includes 15 European countries, 
that it is not the youth apathy, but the changed pattern of political activism 
as younger people are more likely to engage in cause-oriented political 
action than in citizen-oriented political action (Norris 2003, 14).  

Studies show that age, gender, education and socioeconomic status affect 
both political participation and civic activism, conventional and protest 
politics. During last decades the role of the internet for information, political 
expression and civic mobilization, and internet activism has been discussed 
(Castells 2002; Norris 2001; Bennett 2008; Castells 2012). There are 
different views on whether the Internet encourages civic activism, express 
already existing activism or create the illusion of activism. 

 
2.2. Research Review 
Between 2011 and 2015, empirical surveys based on Shell Youth Studies 
were carried out in South East Europe. Comparative study Lost in 
Democratic Transition (Flere et al. 2015), as well as separate national studies 
(Macedonia 2013, Bulgaria 2014, and Serbia 2015) provide empirical data 
about political and social activism of the youth and point out to both 
similarities and national differences between SEE societies. “It seems that 
most of the youth are disengaged from politics… Moreover, few young 
people consider that they can have an impact on governing institutions” 
(Flere et al. 2015, 33). Regarding young people in Bulgaria, Macedonia and 
Serbia, studies show low level of interest in politics and high level of distrust 
in political institutions (especially political parties, government and 
parliament). Most of the young are not members of any organization or 
associations. “The key findings of the cross-country analysis are that 
participation in politics or civil society is not particularly popular” (Flere et 
al. 2015, 51). Mitev and Kovacheva (2014, 151) stress that Bulgarian youth`s 
skepticism is to a large extent a prior in character: young people acquiring 
the right to vote for the first time, do not use this right as they believe 
nothing depends on their vote. They prove their social activism through 
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street protests, but not at the institutional level. Similarly, Serbian authors 
conclude that, after the period of the nineties when young people played a 
significant role in student and civic protests, disinterest in politics and 
distrust in institutions cause their withdrawal from and even resistance to 
the field of politics (Tomanović and Stanojević 2015, 119). In Serbia and 
Bulgaria only a quarter and in Macedonia a third of young people consider it 
to be in to be included directly in conventional political life. About a quarter 
of Bulgarian and less than third of Macedonian and Serbian youth think it is 
good to be part of civil initiatives (Flere et al. 2015, 47; Tomanović and 
Stanojević 2015, 105). Bulgarian and Serbian youth prefer to be active in 
civil society, while Macedonian youth prefer political activism. Other 
national differences are observed too: young people in Macedonia are more 
interested in politics and more trustful to political institutions than their 
mates in Serbia and Bulgaria.   

Previous surveys conducted in these countries also point at the political 
and civic disengagement of the young people. Widespread passive attitude 
of young people in Serbia towards political participation is found in a survey 
conducted in 2011: two-thirds of respondents show a lack of desire to 
participate in any form of political activity, and only one in ten respondents 
can be considered to be politically active. The level of social activism is even 
lower – 4/5 of respondents are completely passive, and only 6.2% are 
engaged in civic activism (Jarić and Živanović 2012a; Jarić and Živanović 
2012b). Among young people in Serbia, students most often participate in 
political and civic activities. Several researches conducted between 2012 
and 2016 in Macedonia show passiveness and disengagement of the young 
people. They are not aware of the youth policies nor of organizations that 
promote young people status; a quarter of respondents are not interested in 
youth problems; the young people mainly do not believe in the idea that they 
can organize themselves in order to achieve their rights; party membership 
is preferred way of activism by Macedonian youth (Simoska, Atanasov and 
Naumovska 2016). Almost all of the young vote regularly or sometimes but 
only a quarter perform volunteer work in NGOs and a third is willing to sign 
petition or involve in legal protest (Цекик 2014). The values of young 
people can be summarized as passiveness and mistrust in their own 
potential (Simoska, Atanasov and Naumovska 2016, 43). Levels and patterns 
of civic and political engagement as well as political attitudes differ related 
to ethnicity of the young people (Цекик 2014; Cvetanova and Naumovska 
2016). 

Kovacheva and Kabaivanov (2016, 238) find that differences in civic 
participation among young Bulgarians “are not mere life style preferences 
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but might be a result of social inequalities”. Higher education and middle 
and higher socioeconomic status are related to the membership in civic 
organizations and voting. Young people in more vulnerable situation are 
more likely to do voluntary work and involve in violent protests. The 
importance of social capital as an intervening variable is highlighted: high 
trust in family members and friends accompanied by low level of trust in 
civic organizations and political institutions influence the level and form of 
youth engagement. 
 
 

3. Method and Sample 
In the paper the results of an empirical research study carried out at three 
universities in Bulgaria, Serbia and Macedonia in the early 2013 are 
analyzed. The research comprised students from three regional university 
centers: Veliko Tarnovo (Bulgaria), Niš (Serbia) and Bitola (Macedonia). It 
was carried out by the Centre for Sociological Research, Faculty of 
Philosophy, University of Niš, in cooperation with the Universities of Veliko 
Tarnovo and Bitola. The research was done by a survey by questionnaire. 

The paper will present the attitudes taken by the students toward social 
changes and their activism. The attitude of the students towards changes in 
the society they live in is questioned on the basis of their opinions about: 
whether the society they live in should change and how the changes are to 
be realized. Political and civic activism of the students has been examined 
through three forms of participation (Chisholm and Kovacheva 2002, 34): 
participation in institutional politics (party membership), involvment in 
‘protest politics’ (signing petitions, participation in demonstrations and 
unofficial strikes) and civic engagmenet (membership in NGOs and 
associations and doing unpaid voluntary work for an association). In 
addition, questioned is the way in which the students estimate the 
importance of politics for their lives. 

As for socio-demographic variables, the influence of gender and class 
affiliation upon the attitude towards social changes and activism is 
examined. Moreover, another research topic is whether there is a 
correlation between the use of the Internet for information purposes (social 
networks and readings of newspapers and information portals on the 
Internet) and the attitude toward changes and student engagement. 

The sample comprised 586 students of Veliko Tarnovo University, 804 
students of the University of Bitola and 818 students from the University of 
Niš. The sample is of subcluster type in such a way that, at the subsample 
level, for each of the given university centers, ensured is the 
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representational presence of students with particular sociodemographic 
traits. 

The approach applied in the paper is comparative. Serbia, Macedonia and 
Bulgaria are the countries characterized by particular historical, economic, 
political and cultural similarities while, on the other hand, each society has 
its own peculiarities. This altogether creates favorable conditions for a 
comparative approach. 
 
 

4. Research Results  
 

4.1. Attitude toward Changes in the Society 
The first part of the paper presents our attempts at providing responses to 
the following questions: what is the students’ attitude toward changes? Do 
they think the society should change or is it necessary to fight against the 
changes? If they are of the opinion the society should change, then in what 
way the given changes should be carried out? 

In all the three countries the prevailing opinion is that the society should 
change (73,54% of total number of students) while the share of those who 
think the society should energetically fight against all the changes is for 
many times smaller than that of those advocating for changes (10,74% of  
total sample). As viewed per each state, the greatest number of students 
who plead for changes are from the Bulgarian university – 9/10 of the 
questioned students have a positive attitude toward social changes (Figure 
1). The least number of those who opt for changes are students from the 
Macedonian university (58, 4%). Somewhat more than ¾ students from the 
Serbian university (77, 8%) think that the society should change. 
Reciprocating in the distribution are the students' attitudes about the option 
that the society should energetically oppose changes: only 4, 9% of the 
Bulgarian university students, 7% of those from the Serbian and 17, 9% of 
those from the Macedonian university agree with this attitude. The number 
of those opposing changes with respect to those in favor of changes is 10 
times smaller among the students from the Serbian university, 15 times 
smaller among the students from the Bulgarian while somewhat more than 
three times smaller among the students of the Macedonian university. 
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Figure 1: Students' Attitudes toward the Need for Social Change (%) 
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Similarly distributed are responses of the “I do not know; I have no 
opinion” type. Among the Bulgarian students who for the most part opt for 
social changes, the smallest number is of those who have no attitude toward 
changes (5, 8%) while, with the students of the Macedonian university, a 
conservative attitude to changes is also manifested in a great number 
(almost 1/4) of students with no attitude whatsoever. 

How are the changes to be performed? Most students from all the three 
universities (51, 51%) think that the society should be reformed through 
gradual changes (Table 1): for radical changes is one fourth of the students 
from the Serbian university while for reforms and gradual changes are 
somewhat more than half of them. When it comes to the students from the 
Macedonian university, the ratio between advocating for radical, that is, 
gradual changes is 13, 6% to 44, 8%. Among the Bulgarian university 
students, the same ratio is 29, 4% to 59, 9% in favor of gradual changes. As 
for the students from the Serbian and Bulgarian universities, twice higher is 
the number of those who think that the society should gradually change with 
respect to those who are in favor of radical changes; among the Macedonian 
students the number is three times higher. 
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Table 1: Students` Attitude toward the Need for Social Change (%) 
 All three 

countries 
Serbian 
university 

Macedonian 
university 

Bulgarian 
university 

Whole organization of our society must be 
radically changed (by revolutionary action) 

22,1 25,3 13,6 29,4 

Our society should gradually change through 
reforms 

51,5 52,2 44,8 59,9 

Our present society must energetically fight 
against all changes 

10,7 7,7 17,9 4,9 

I do not know 15,7 14,7 23,7 5,8 

 
When it comes to the socio-economic characteristics of the students that 

could have influenced their attitudes about social changes, the effect of 
gender and class self-identification has shown itself to be statistically 
significant with the Serbian students (gender – χ2(3)=13.512 (N=812) Sig. 
0,004; class self-identification – χ2

(12)=47.601 (N=812) Sig. 0,000) and 
Macedonian students (gender – χ2

(3)=13.885 (N=794) Sig. 0,003; class self-
identification – χ2(12)=33.276 (N=801) Sig. 0,001). While with the students in 
Serbia and Macedonia male students and those who identify themselves as 
members of lower classes more often show a desire for the society to 
change, with the students in Bulgaria the influence of these factors is not 
statistically significant. The use of the Internet for information purposes is 
not in any statistically significant way correlated to the students’ attitudes to 
social changes in all the three countries. 

 
4.2. Students’ Activism 
This part of the paper aims at presenting the extent to which the attitudes 
toward the need to change the society and/or to fight for stopping the 
changes are reflected in concrete activities of the students. 

Participation in institutional politics. At the level of total sample 9, 4% of 
the students are members of political parties. The students from the 
Macedonian university are more often members of political parties (15, 3%) 
than their Serbian and Bulgarian fellow colleagues (5, 9%). A statistically 
important correlation exists between gender and membership in political 
parties when it comes to the Macedonian students (χ2(1)=13.927 (N=794) 
Sig. 0,000).  

Involvement in ‘protest politics’. The research results show that, when it 
comes to the participation in the forms of nonconventional activities, the 
range of positive responses in the total sample goes from somewhat more 
than 1/3 (signing petitions) to almost five times less participation in not 
permitted strikes (3,8%) (Figure 2). 
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Figure 2: Participation in Different Forms of Political Activity (Full Sample) 
(%) 
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If we compare the results with respect to the countries (Table 2), the 

students’ participation at the Bulgarian and Serbian universities in various 
political actions is uniform (except unofficial strikes) while the participation 
of the students from the Macedonian university, in relation to their 
colleagues, is less, on average, for about 30%. The students from all the three 
countries for the greatest part have participated in petition signing which is 
followed by participation in permitted demonstrations and unofficial strikes. 

 
Table 2: Participation in Various Forms of Political Activity (%) 

 Signed petition Participated in legally 
permitted demonstrations 

Joined unofficial 
strikes 

Serbian university 46.2 12.8 2.8 
Macedonian university 19.4 10.0 7.1 
Bulgarian university 39.3 15.6 13.2 

 
Civic Engagement. One sure indicator of the youth activism is 

membership in various organizations and associations. Yet, it does not mean 
that it is the very condition for activism. Young people can join the activities 
managed by organizations without being their members; they can 
participate in the activities organized by various informal or ad hoc created 
groups or they can respond to the campaigns from the social networks. 
However, the organizations deepen the knowledge about the goals and 
means of action besides providing for material and logistic support for 
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different activities; in addition, the organizations foster continuity, loyalty 
and commitment to the given goals while membership in the organizations, 
common activities with the known people, make it easier for the young to 
join various forms of political and social activities. 

Of the total number of the surveyed students, 41, 85% students are 
members of different organizations. Regarding the countries, the students’ 
participation ranges from 1/3 students from the Serbian university, over 
2/5 from the Bulgarian one, up to ½ students from the Macedonian one 
(Figure3). 
 
Figure 3: Students` Membership in Associations and Organizations (%) 
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The most prevailing organizations are students and sports associations 

followed by associations dealing with social issues, associations of young 
people (scouts, youth clubs and the like) as well as pedagogical-educational 
and cultural associations; there follow associations for environmental 
protection, human rights, while the least present are associations for health 
protection and patients’ rights as well as religious associations and peace 
and antiglobalization movements. Among the students from all the three 
universities, the first place is taken by students’ organizations; with the 
students from the Serbian and Macedonian universities, there follow sports 
associations while in Bulgaria this place is taken by associations for social 
rights protection. 

No statistically significant correlation exists between independent 
variables (gender, class self-identification, use of the Internet for 
information purposes and participation in social networks) and membership 
in organizations except for the students from the Macedonian university 
when it comes to class self-identification (χ2(4)=15.251 (N=799) Sig. 0,004).   
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Unpaid work in associations or organizations is done by 26, 8% students 

when all the three countries are taken into consideration. Comparatively 
speaking, every third student from the Macedonian and Bulgarian 
universities is doing voluntary unpaid work while this kind of engagement is 
done by 15, 9% of students from the Serbian university (Figure 4). 
 
Figure 4: Students’ Unpaid Work in Associations or Organizations (%) 
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Estimating Importance of Politics. One of the factors that would contribute 

to the understanding of the attitudes the students take to activism is their 
estimation of the importance of politics as a domain which is most 
immediately connected to the influence upon social changes and ordering of 
the society in accordance with citizens’ interests. If we observe the values of 
the scores (1–least importance, 3–greatest importance) we can see that the 
students from all the three countries value the importance of politics for 
their life very lowly – 1,15 for students from the Serbian, 1,18 for students 
from the Macedonian and 1,52 for the students from the Bulgarian 
university. When it comes to the relatedness to the sociodemographic 
variables, what has turned out to be of statistical importance is only the 
influence of class identification among Macedonian students (χ2

(12)=38.117 
(N=719) Sig. 0,000). 

 
 

5. Discussion of the Results  
The research results show that the young people are dissatisfied with the 
existing state in the society they live in and that they think the society should 
change. Such students’ responses could be interpreted in the light of their 
age, social position and the conditions they live in. The revolt against the 
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existing order is part of the growing up and maturation of the young 
generation. The young people are attracted to ideals and noncomformism; 
they tend to think less about the consequences their actions may have for 
their own selves and, in the long run, for the society on the whole. Moreover, 
these are the students who are constantly surrounded by the members of 
their generation, concentrated on universities, involved in a variety of 
activities, leading a dynamic life. The students are daily exposed to 
information about the changes in the world while the demand for changes is 
everywhere around them – changes of the educational system, labor market, 
system of values, ways of communication, technology. Finally, the Internet 
and travel enable them to get familiar with the kind of life their generation is 
leading in the developed countries so that, in real time, they can, from the 
perspective of poor order-lacking societies, estimate their opportunities and 
perspectives through comparison with others. 

The students of all the three countries are characterized by a low level of 
participation in the conventional political activities (as measured through 
membership in political parties) and extrainstitutional activities (except for, 
to some extent, signing of petition). A low estimate of the importance of 
politics points to the fact that the students do not recognize that the politics 
of their societies adequately deal with the problems of the young; neither do 
they regard politics as a domain in which they can act in order to have 
influence upon the state of their society and their position. These estimates 
are in accordance with the findings of other research projects carried out in 
these countries both when it comes to the young people in general and the 
students. If we speak about Macedonia, “the lasting social crisis, ethnic gaps, 
the never ending transition, the overall lack of development“ result in 
widespread attitude that ‘nothing can be done’ or that ‘no one can change 
anything’ and consequently, ignorance, absence of initiative and activism 
and desire to leave the country (Simoska, Atanasov and Naumovska 2016, 
39–40). In Serbia the society has for quite a long time been dominated by the 
atmosphere of expectations arising from the political changes in 2000 and 
expecting Serbia to take to the road of democratization and economic 
development. The frustrated expectations (unfavorable economic situation 
and dysfunctional political system) have initiated the spread of an attitude 
that changes of political power do not bring about the needed social changes 
(as reflected in the slogan, “everything is the same, only he is missing...”) and 
that citizens cannot really have an influence upon the politics affecting their 
lives. The young people lose confidence in the legitimacy of the system in 
which they cannot realize their educational-professional transition and 
successfully integrate into the society (Mojić and Petrović 2013). Though 
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Bulgaria is a member of the EU, there is a gap between the actual situation in 
the country and an idea of the European Union as a “club of the chosen ones” 
that Bulgaria has joined but whose standards – when it comes to the quality 
of living of its citizens – it cannot meet. “Institutional distrust stems from a 
democratic deficit, the insufficient effectiveness of the institutions 
themselves: young people do not feel represented at the political level, and 
believe that their vote has little or no influence on the work of the main 
democratic institutions“ (Mitev and Kovacheva 2014, 151). This situation 
has further negative influence upon the integration of the youth. The 
political and civic (non)engagement of the young is an indicator of their 
marginal social status as well as a factor contributing to their further 
marginalization (Ilišin 2008, 312). 

Comparatively speaking, we could say that the most radical ones are 
students from the Bulgarian university both regarding their attitude toward 
the need to change the society and regarding the way in which this change 
should be performed; there follow the students from the Serbian university 
regarding the need to change the society though they are almost as radical 
when it comes to the kind of the needed change; the students from the 
Macedonian university express their views, to the least extent, about the 
need for change and revolutionary action; they also include the greatest 
number of those who do not know if the society needs changes. On the other 
hand, the students from the Macedonian university are more often members 
of various associations and organizations including political parties; they 
more often do unpaid voluntary work. Membership and work in associations 
and organizations is least present with the students from the Serbian 
university. We could say that the students from the Serbian university more 
exhibit an affinity for “protest” politics; the students from the Macedonian 
university more exhibit an affinity for institutional and civic engagement 
while their Bulgarian colleagues show an affinity for “protest” politics and 
slightly less civic involvement. 

Regarding the influence of the independent variables, statistically 
significant has turned out to be a correlation between gender and class self-
identification with the students from the Serbian and Macedonian 
universities while no influence of these factors is noticed with the students 
from the Bulgarian university. For the Macedonian students, the most 
important predictor is class self-identification; those who identify 
themselves as members of lower classes more often estimate that the 
society should change; they less value the importance of politics for their 
lives and are less often members of associations and organizations. The 
Serbian students who identify themselves as members of lower classes also 
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show the desire for the society to change more often. The students of male 
sex from the Serbian and Macedonian universities, to a higher percentage, 
opt for the society to change while the Serbian students more value the 
importance of politics for their lives comparing to their female colleagues. 

It can be assumed that the use of the Internet for information purposes 
(social networks, reading online papers and information portals) will 
influence students’ activism since they provide for better information of 
students while the networks themselves, in addition, mobilize and organize 
activities. Though almost all the students use the Internet (98,7%), no 
statistically significant correlation is noticed between the use of the Internet 
for information purposes and students’ activism, except for the case of 
voluntary unpaid work of the students from the Serbian university. 
 
 
6. Conclusion  
Charles Tilly (1984) in his discussion of social changes aimed at pointing to 
the way in which social sciences deal with this important yet often neglected 
phenomenon. Using his formulation of “facing changes”, we can pose the 
question about the way in which various societies and social groups face 
social changes or its absence.  

The paper addresses the question if the attitudes toward the need to 
change the society are reflected in concrete activities of students. In all the 
three countries the prevailing opinion is that the society should change but 
the level of political and civic involvement of students is not consistent with 
this attitude. The students of all the three countries are characterized by a 
low level of participation in the conventional and protest politics and а 
somewhat higher level of civic engagement.  

The absence of economic development, of perspective for the young 
coupled with corruption, irresponsibility of political elites, dysfunctionality 
of institutions and anomie – all this induces and develops in the students an 
attitude that the changes are necessary in the society as well as, on the other 
hand, passivity when it comes to their engagement that would affect social 
changes. The dissatisfaction with the situation in the society and their 
perspective in it forces young people to turn, rather than to changes in the 
society, to individual strategies – namely, to “getting along” for the sake of 
solving existential problems and retreating into private spheres or 
emigration. All the three countries are facing the problem of “brain drain” – 
young educated people who cannot integrate into their own society choose 
some other society to live in. 
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However, this does not mean that passivity is a lasting state of students 

and young people. If we have a look at the last quarter of a century in the 
history of the given countries, we can spot the periods of intense activism of 
the young. The protests of students in Serbia (1991, 1992, 1996/97, 2000) 
had social and political objectives; the protests in Bulgaria (1997, 2003) 
were directed against the state of democracy and the irresponsibility of the 
elites while the protests of the Macedonian students in this period were 
focused on the state at the university and the position of the students. Also, 
different events can be an occasion for young activism involving them into 
the process of solving social problems. Thus, for instance, flood risks in 
Serbia in 2014 showed, in practice, the readiness of the young to manifest 
solidarity and civic activism (Tomanović and Stanojević 2015, 112). 
However, occasional actions by students and young people are not enough – 
apart from the betterment of economic and political circumstances in the 
society, politics oriented toward the needs of the young that, at the same 
time, provides for their voice to be heard and respected is necessary so that 
the young could give their contribution to the development of the society. 
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